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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

ASSENT TO BILLS.
Message from the Governor received and

read notifying assent to the following
Bills:-

1, Rents and Tenancies Emergency Pro-
visions Act Continuance.

2. Bee Industry Compensation Act
Amendment.

3, Newspaper Libel and Registration Act
Amendment.

4. University of Western Australia Act
Amendment.

5, Cemeteries Act Amendment.
6, Pig Industry Compensation Act

Amendment.
7, Associations IncorporatLion Act

Amendment.
8, Marketing of Potatoes Act Amend-

ment.

BILL-JURIES.
Council's Message.

message from the Council received and
read notifying that it did not insist on
amendments Nos. 27 and 36; that it in-
sisted on its amendments Nos. 2, 4, 6. 7,
15, 16, 18. 19. 20, 21, 28, 29, 30. and that
it disagreed with the further amendment
made by the Assembly to No. 9.

QUESTIONS.

POLICE STATION.

Acceptance of Tenders, Mt. Barker.
Hon. A. F. WATTS asked the Minister

for Works:
(1) Has a tender yet been accepted for

the construction of the new police station
at Mt. Barker?

(2) If not, have tenders been called?
(3) If not, when will tenders be called

and when is it expected that a start will
be made on the work?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) No.
(2) Yes, closing the 12th November.
(3) Commencement of the work is ex-

pected in early December.
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EMPLJOYMENT.
Number Registered and Handicapped.
Mr. JOHNSON asked the Minister for

Labour:
(1) How many persons are registered

for employment in Western Australia?
(2) Of the above number, is it known

how many suffer from handicaps to em-
ployment-

(a) physical infirmity (including am-
putees and those listed for light
work);

(b) over age 45;
(c) incomplete use of English lan-

guage?
(3) Will consideration be given to leg-

islation requiring employers to employ a
minimum of handicapped workers?

(4) Does such legislation exist in Great
Britain or other countries?

(5) Does such power exist in the re-habilitation Act as related to disabled ex-
servicemen?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) There were 4,758 at the end of

September, 1957. Later figures are not yet
available.

(2) (a) 644 (males 603, females 61).
(b) and (c) No Information is avail-

able.
(3) The position is being examined.
(4) Yes.
(5) The Re-establishment and Employ-

ment Act provides for this, but the rele-
vant section of the Act has never been
applied.

TOY MANUFACTURE.
Use of Inflammable Materials.

Mr. GAFFY asked the Minister for
Health:

(1) In view of recent articles in the
Press dealing with children's toys be-
ing manufactured of highly inflammable
material, has he given consideration to
the banning of such material in the manu-
facturing of toys?

(2) if not, will he give consideration
to such action?

The MINISTER replied:
It has been decided to require celluloid

toys to bear a warning label when sold.
The label will bear the words "Warning:
Celluloid. Highly Flammable." Regula-
tions are being prepared.

EDUCATION.

Science and Mathematics Tuition.
Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON asked the Min-

ister for Education:
(1) How many science teachers or

mathematics and science teachers are at
present teaching in the service of the
Education Department?

(2) Is the number sufficient to cope with
requirements for the present and the fore-
seeable future?

(3) How many of these teachers hold
science degrees?

(4) What is being done to assist these
teachers to keep up to date with the rapid
and significant changes taking place in
science and technology today?

(5) If nothing is being done, does he not
consider that steps should be taken to
ensure that teachers keep abreast with
scientific developments?

k6) Have there been in recent times any
significant reforms in mathematics and
science curricula, especially designed to
modernise scientific education?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) About 700 teachers are teaching some

mathematics and/or some science.
(2) At present numbers are adequate for

requirements. Future needs, It is antici-
pated, will be met by additional trainees.

(3) 104 have science degrees.
(4) Inservice courses are held regularly

by arrangement with the University staff.
The Science Teachers' Association, too,
meets regularly to discuss modern develop-
ments. The Adult Education Board Sum-
mer School is including a course in modern
scientific developments in the school in
January, 1958.

(5) Answered by No. (4),
(6) Yes.

RAILWAYS.
Refreshment Rooms and Train Arrivals.
Mr. EVANS asked the Minister repre-

senting the minister for Railways:
Further to my questions re railway re-

freshment rooms, notice of train arrivals
etc., on the 26th September last, are his
instructions, as indicated in his answers
being carried out?

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT re-
plied:

The departmental instructions that both
sides of the Chidlow railway booth be open
during normal conditions will be repeated
in case there has been any infringment.

STATE HOUSING COMMISSION.
Outstanding Applications for Homes,

Eastern Go~dflelds.
Mr. EVANS asked the Minister for Hous-

ing:
(1) What number of applications are

held by the commission on behalf of
residents on the Eastern Goldfields, for
State Purchase homes in that area?

(2) Does the commission intend to meet
the wishes of these people?

(3) If so, when?
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The MINISTER replied:
(1) Boulder-two.

Kalgoorlie-four.
None 'in other Eastern Ooldfields

towns.
(2) The commission's loan funds have

been fully allocated and no programme was
provided for this area as it was considered
that the need was greater in other districts.

(3) Consideration will he given in next
year's programme.

WATER SUPPLIES.
Needs of Fruit Nursery, Summerville.

Mr. EVANS asked the Minister for
Water Supplies:

Will the Goldfields water scheme be able
to accommodate the needs of an experi-
mental citrus fruit nursery-approxi-
mately 250 trees-on the outskirts of
Summerville?

The MINISTER replied:
The supply position is such that the

department will be obliged to discourage
the establishment of an experimental eit-
rus orchard involving the supply of a
substantial quantity of water.

TITLES OFFICE.
Protection of Records.

Mr. HALL asked the Minister for Jus-
tice:

(1) Does he :consider that the filing
system as used by the Titles Office is ade-
quate for the resistance of fire?

(2) Is there a, system of duplication
used, so that such duplications could be
transferred, in the event of hostilities, to
a safe place?

(3) If no such provision is made, will
he have the matter looked into?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) Yes. The main strong rooms are

most adequately constructed of fire-proof
materials and the structural alterations
now in progress will substantially reduce
fire hazard.

(2) No. other than when documents
are required to be in duplicate under the
Transfer of Land Act.

(3) In view of the fact that there are
approximately 2,000.000 documents filed.
duplication would be a very slow and
costly arrangement.

HARBOURS.
Loan Capital and interest Char ges,

Buitbunj and Albany.
Mr. ROBERTS asked the Treasurer:
On page 45 of the Treasurer's Financial

Statement for 1957-58 the loan capital of
the Albany and Bunbury Harbour Boards
is shown as £1,831,191 and £1,521.691 re-
spectively, yet the interest charged the
Albany Harbour Board was £11,971 as

against £32,710 charged the Bunbury Har-
bour Board. Will he explain the reasons
for this variation?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (for the
Treasurer) replied:

The total interest charged to the Albany
Harbour Board in 195 6-57 was £68,485, and
to the Bunbury Harbour Board, £65,847.
Of the charge to Albany, interest amount-
ing to £56,514 related to works under con-
struction which was capitalised, leaving a
charge to the Revenue Account of £11,971.

In the case of the Bunbury Harbour
Board, an amount of £32,928 related to
works under construction which was
capitalised, and the balance of £32,719 was
charged to the Revenue Account.

WEIGHBRIDGES.
Possibility of Transfer from Roelands andi

Collie to Bu7Lb21T1.

Mr. ROBERTS asked the Minister for
Works:

(1) Are there at present disused weigh-
bridges at Roelands quarry and the Collie
distillery?

(2) if so, what are their respective
maximum weighing capacities?

(3) Are they in good order?
(4) What are the prospects of their be-

ing used in the future at their present
locations?

(5) Would it be economical for either
to be dismantled and re-erected in Bun-
bury?

(6) If not, why not?
The MINISTER replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) (a) At Roelands quarry: A 20-ton

railway welghibridge.
(b) At Collie distillery: A 16-ton

road weighbrldge.
(3) Yes.
(4) (a) Roelands quarry: Weighbridges

are required as soon as funds
can be provided for continuing
work on the Bunbury break-
water.

(b) Collie Distillery: The weigh-
bridge has been used appreci-
ably at Collie in recent years.

(5) Sufficient. information Is not avail-
able to enable a firm answer to be given,
but it is unlikely that it would be
economical.

(6) Answered by No. (5).

DIESEL VEHICLES.
Alleviation of Operational Cost DIffIculties.

Mr. HEARMAN asked the Premier:
(1) Is the Government aware of the

increased difficulties that confront opera-
tors of road trains and other users of
diesel-fueled vehicles in the pastoral areas1
as a result of the increased traffic licence
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fees agreed to last year and the more
recent impost of Is. per gallon on diesel
fuel?

(2) What alleviation of these difficulties
is possible within the State sphere?

(3) Does the Government intend to take
any steps to ease the burden on these
people?

(4) Can the State Government, if it so
desires, remit any or all of the Is. per
gallon tax recently imposed?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (for the
Premier) replied:

(1) Representations have been made to
the Federal authorities to ascertain details
of vehicles which will be exempt and the
Government is awaiting advice.

(2) Payment of a subsidy or a rebate by
the licensing authorities.

(3) The matter is receiving considera-
tion.

(4) No.

CHILD WELFARE.
Plans for Closed Institution.

Mr. COURT asked the Minister for
Child Welfare:

(1) Have the plans been completed and
approved for the closed institution?

(2) If not, when is it anticipated they
will be completed, and are there any
reasons for delay?

(3) If the plans are completed, when Is
it expected that the building will be com-
menced, completed and occupied?

(4) From what source will the staff be
drawn, and what special qualifications are
specified for the staff?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (for the
Minister for Child Welfare) replied:

(1) No.
(2) Plans should be completed and ap-

proved in approximately two months
according to schedule.

(3) Answered by No. (1).
(4) The staff will consist of-

(a) Selected Qualified trained
teachers from the Education
Department in woodwork,
metal work and leather work.

(b) Staff officers selected from
staff with experience at
Stoneville.

TOWN PLANNING.
(a) Interim Orders Restricting

Develo'pment.
Mr. COURT asked the Minister repre-

senting the Minister for Town Planning:
(1) Is it correct that there are interim

and other orders restricting development
to the north of the City of Perth along
the route of a potential railway?

(2) Is there such an order in Dean-
more-rd. -Sackvllle Terrace, Scarborough,
which precludes the use of land in that
area for residential purposes?

(3) if so, for what purposes and under
what conditions can the land be used?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
(1) The Metropolitan Region Interim

Development Order No. 1 shows the lines
of proposed reservations for roads and
railways north of the city. The order
does not itself restrict development, but
requires applications for development, In
the proposed reservations, to be submitted
to the Town Planning Board as well as
the local authority. If development Is re-
fused, there Is then the right of appeal
to the Minister for Town Planning.

(2) A proposed railway reservation runs
generally along the line of Deanmore-rd.
and crosses Sackville Terrace. Where ap-
plications for residential development
within this reservation are refused by the
Town Planning Board, the applicants can.
after unsuccessful appeal, require the
Government to purchase the land.

(3) otherwise the land is within the
residential zone under the local authority
zoning by-laws.

(biIintroduction of Legislation.
Mr. COURT (without notice) asked the

Minister representing the Minister for
Town Planning:

Is he yet in a position to indicate when
legislation dealing with town planning will
be introduced this session, In view of the
stage to which the session has advanced?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
It is highly probable that at the next

Cabinet meeting on Monday. consideration
will be given to legislation which has been
prepared.

(c) Type of Legislation to be introduced.
Mr. COURT (without notice) asked the

Minister representing the Minister for
Town Planning:

Is he prepared to indicate whether the
town planning legislation under considera-
tion will deal with the regional plan on
a Permanent basis, or will it be purely
interim legislation, or some of both?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
It is not the practice to disclose before

consideration what Bills are likely to con-
tain. Draft legislation has been prepared
and will be considered by Cabinet, which
may or may not accept the whole of the
recommendations or portion of them. Un-
til such timne as a decision has been made,
no good Purpose would be served by en-
deavouring to indicate-if I were pre-
pared to do so-the nature of the legis-
lation.
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UNFAIR TRADING LEGISLATION.

(a) Effect on Cockcburn Cement Co.

Hon. D. BRAND (without notice) asked
the Minister for Works:

As it was stated in "The West Austra-
lian" this morning that the Cockburn
Cement Company has cancelled the initial
stage of its expansion programme involv-
ing a capital expenditure of £1,500,000,
does he agree that Western Australia can
afford to lose an investment of over
£1,500,000 because of such ill-conceived leg-
islation as the Unfair Trading and Profit
Control Act?

The Minister for Transport: That is
reflecting on Parliament.

The MINISTER replied:
I am not satisfied that the reason given

is the real reason. it seems to me that
it smacks very largely of propaganda. The
Government believes that the unfair trad-
ing legislation was necessary in the in-
terests of the public in Western Australia
generally and has seen nothing since it was
passed to cause It to change its opinion.

(b) Reason for Firm's Failure to Expand.
Hon, D. BRAND (without notice) asked

the Minister for Works:
if he does not consider the reason given

by Mr. Reddish for not going on with his
firm's expansion programme to be correct,
has he any idea of the real reason?

The MINISTER replied:
I have not any idea of the real reason,

nor am I disposed to guess. If Mr. Red-
dish likes to confer with the Government
in connection with the matter, it will be
happy to consider any real difficulties
that might be confronting him and pre-
venting him from extending his industry.

(c) Discussion of Legislation with
Mr. Reddish.

Hon. D. BRAND (without notice) asked
the Minister for Works:

Would such discussions with Mr. Red-
dish as he mentioned include the legislation
which that gentleman has stated to be the
cause of his present decision?

The MINISTER replied:
It Passes my comprehension why any

firm of any reputation at all would want to
trade unfairly, and the Government is not
prepared to discuss with anybody ways and
means by which any firm will be en-
couraged to trade unfairly. The Govern-
ment would be very pleased to show Mr.
Reddish that this legislation would not
impose the slightest hardship upon any
firm which was prepared to trade fairly
and conduct its business in Western Aus-
tralia in accordance with the accepted

rules of trading. If Mr. Reddish feels that
this legislation is inimical to his interests
the Government would be prepared to dis-
cuss the matter with him and point out
that he has been completely mistaken.

FREMANTLE RAILWAY BRIDGE.

Question of Location.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN (without notice)
asked the Minister representing the Minis-
ter for Railways:

Can he inform the House whether the
statement made in last week's "Sunday
Times," attributed to the Minister for
Railways, concerning the railway bridge
at Fremantle, was correct? If so, will he
congratulate the Minister on my behalf
and tell him that it was the most sensible
statement I have read for many a long day?

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT re-
plied:-

If my memory serves rae right, up to
date Cabinet has made no decision with
regard to the location of a new railway
bridge at Fremantle, if one is to be built.

POTATO INDUSTRY.

Advance to Growers.

Mr. HEARMAN (without notice) asked
the Minister for Agriculture:

In view of the difficulties confronting
potato growers due to the low first pay-
ment on the current crop by the Potato
Marketing Board, will consideration be
given to the Government making a short-
term loan available to the board to en-
able a higher initial payment to be made?

The MINISTER replied:

Without an investigation into the mat-
ter, I cannot say at this stage whether such
a loan would be Justifiable or desirable. As
far as I know, the Potato Marketing Board
has little difficulty in raising the necessary
An'ance through the Rural and Industries
Bank. That is the normal practice on
overdrafts; and it must have been a mat-
ter of Potato Board policy rather than one
of finance that caused it to make the de-
cision that appeared in this morning's
paper.

MY own view is that the best way for the
board to finance first payments or any
other of its obligations is for the growers to
contribute to an equalisatlon fund for that
purpose. I do not believe it Is permissible
under the Act: but that may be a worth-
while suggestion rather than that interest
should be paid on money which it must
borrow from the Rural and Industries
Bank. However, I promise the hon. mem-
ber I will have a look at the Position to-
morrow morning.
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DAIRYING.
(a) Finance for Improveme-nt.

Mr. NOVELL (without notice) asked the
Minister for Agriculture:

With reference to the report in this
morning's issue of "The West Australian"
that the Federal Government was con-
sidering making £1,250,000 available for
dairy improvement in Western Australia,
is that contingent on the State Govern-
ment finding a like amount? If so, un-
der what scheme does the. State Gov-
ernment propose to finance its share of
the contribution and when is a likely date
for the scheme to be Put into full opera-
tion?

The MINISTER replied:

I was not correctly reported in this
morning's paper-not entirely so-and I
have this afternoon made arrangements
for a correction of the statement to be
made. The whole scheme, if it ever be-
comes practicable with co-operation from
the Commonwealth Government, envis-
ages a total amount of £2,500,000 which
the State will share on a fifty-fifty basis.
In addition, the State will pay all ad-
ministrative costs and a share of any loss
involved on the basis laid down under the
War Service Land Settlement Act, if it
is agreeable to. and accepted by, the Com-
monwealth.

On Monday of this week, I attended
a meeting with the Minister for Primary
Industries in Sydney to discuss certain
matters in the proposed agreement, on
which he seemed to have some doubt.
It was well received and the Minister
is expecting to present it to the Common-
wealth Government next Tuesday, but the
portion of this morning's report which
was not correctly stated was that I was
alleged to have said that only those farm-
ers who were producing less than 1,2001b.
butterfat would be eligible under the
scheme.

The fact is that those farmers who have
not yet produced 1,200lb. are not con-
sidered to be bona fie farmers and there-
fore eligible at this stage, nor are those
producing more than 8,2001b. butterfat,
because they have already reached the
standard which this proposal seeks to ob-
tain. The fact is, further, that all those
farmers represented in the group between
those producing 1,2001b. of butterfat and
those producing 8,2001b. of butterfat are
the eligible farmers.

(bi Necessity to Introduce Legislation.

Mr. HEARMAN (without notice) asked
the Minister for Agriculture:

Further to the question asked' by the
member for Vasse, will legislation be
necessary to be passed by this Parliament
before this scheme can be brought into
operation in Western Australia?

The MINISTER replied:
Not as far as I am aware.

(c) Mlethod of Financing Scheme, etc.
Mr. NOVELL (without notice) asked the

Minister for Agriculture:
I again ask the Minister, how it is in-

tended that the State Government will
finance its share of the £1,250,000 and
when is it likely that the scheme will be
commenced in earnest?

-The MINISTER replied:
I thought I had made it clear that the

total amount of £2,500,000, which is the
amount that the scheme is expected to
require, will be found initially by the
Commonwealth Government and the State
will be responsible for administering at
least half that sum. I thought I had in-
formed the hon. member that the Minister
for Primary Industries will not present
this case to the Commonwealth Govern-
ment until next week at the earliest, and
therefore there is no way of saying at this
stage when the scheme is likely to start,
but if, and when, the Commonwealth
approves of it, the machinery is ready to
go into operation in most areas of the
State on a priority basis.

BILLS (3)-FIRST READING.
1, Basil Murray Co-operative Memorial

Scholarship Fund Act Amendment,
Introduced by the Minister for

Justice.
2, Nurses Registration Act Amendment

(No. 2).
Introduced by the Minister for

Health.
3, Stamp Act Amendment.

Introduced by the Minister for Works
(for the Treasurer).

BILLS (2)-THIRD READING.
1, Coal Mine Workers (Pensions) Act

Amendment,
2, Bills of Sale Act Amendment and

Revision.
Transmitted to the Council.

BILLS (2)-REPORT.
1, Land Agents.
2, Electoral Act Amendment (No. 2).

Adopted.

MOTION-TRAFFIC ACT.
To Disallow Date of Applicability of

Regulation.
MR. COURT (Nedlands) [5.11: I move-

That regulation 352A, as subse-
quently amended, made under the
Traffic Act, 1919-1955, published in
the "Government Gazette," on the 21st
December. 1956, and the 1st July,
1957, and laid on the Table of the
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House on the 9th July, 1937, and the
16th July, 1957, be. and are hereby
disallowed.

As members know, this motion has been
on the notice paper for many weeks, and
because of the action being taken by the
Minister to examine anomalous cases by
arrangement with the House, it has been
deferred until this day. The regulation
refers Particularly to the backing into and
out of rights-of-way in a prescribed area.

The objective of the regulation is to
achieve a free traffic flow, and to remove
the objectionable feature of vehicles hav-
ing to back into and out of rights-of-way
in the city block. I cannot imagine any-
one in the Chamber disagreeing with what
the Minister seeks to achieve through this
regulation. However, when one seeks to
make a major reform such as this regula-
tion seeks to do, one must have full re-
gard for the rights and circumstances of
all concerned. It is significent that in
other parts of the world where they have
tried to bring about this reform, it has
taken considerable time.

When I say that, I mean that it is not
measured in five or ten years, but in gen-
erations. I do not suggest for one moment
that we should accept a state of affairs
whereby there should be no remedy of this
problem for 50 years, but I think we will
have to accept the fact that the remedy
will be achieved progressively, and not
immediately on the passing of a regula-
tion such as this. We must acknowledge
that many of the people concerned have
built their premises over a period of years
with the full knowledge and authority of
the local authorities: in other words, they
have conformed implicitly to the law of the
land at the time they built their premises.

It is true that many of them built their
premises in the horse and buggy days
when the traffic flow was not the problem
it is today; when the volume of traffic,
and when the speed of traffic, was not the
same. No doubt they never gave a
thought to the day when there would be
great congestion in the traffic of the city-
and particularly motor-vehicle traffic.
Therefore we must appreciate the position
of these people. Those properties may
have changed hands in the interim but
they have changed hands again within, the
law of the day and without knowledge
that this particular regulation would be
brought down.

I subsequently saw the Minister by way
of introducing a deputation from the
Perth Chamber of Commerce. This depu-
tation had previously conferred with the
Lord Mayor of this city and discussed the
problem with him, because it was my be-
lief that the City of Perth has some re-
sponsibility to assist in this matter. We
all know that they have taken action in
recent years to bring about access ways.
and that these access ways have been the
cause of some bitter dispute and argument

in many cases; and the Government of
the day has had to buy into the matter
more or less as an arbitrator.

However, progress has been made and
will continue to be made in the provision
of these access ways, virtually to bring the
city up to date: to bring it into line with
the modern concept of a city that uses
n~otor transport very extensively-both for
passenger transport, and for the delivery
and despatch of goods. I freely admit
that the Minister, when he received the
deputation, having previously said he was
adamant in the matter, gave that deputa-
tion a very good hearing and, subsequently.
agreed with the Perth Chamber of Com-
merce that, in addition to extending or
delaying the time that the regulation would
become effective, he would co-operate
through his officers with a committee ap-
pointed by the Perth Chamber of Com-
merce to examine the cases to be con-
sidered-cases of anomaly or hardship.

Such a committee was appointed by the
Perth Chamber of Commerce and I under-
stand submissions have been made to that
committee by those who consider they
have cases coming under the heading of
hardship, and the committee in turn has
submitted them to the officers nominated
by the Minister. I would have preferred
to delay the introduction of this motion
until the Minister's officers had haid ample
opportunity to consider the latest sub-
missions made, and the reports on those
submissions. However, the session is fast
drawing to a close-at least, we hope it
is--and it is important that these motions
be set in train so that the Minister can in
turn have an opportunity to reply and
explain to the House the situation from
his point of view. If the motion were
delayed for another week, it would have
run perilously close to what might be
the closing date of this session-assuming
that it is some date earlier than the 30th
November.

In making the proposition to the Minis-
ter the following were the main points
advanced:-

(1) That he should prohibit backing
in and out of rights-of-way from the
1st July, 1957, where facilities exist
which render backing unnecessary.

In other words, the people who have the
facilities should, without any further delay.
be prevented from backing into and out
of rights-of-way. Expressed another way,
they would be forced to make full use of
the facilities they had. It would not result
in hardship to them; on the contrary they
would improve the operation of their own
premises.

The next point advanced was as fol-
lows:

(2) That where facilities can be
created without unreasonable incon-
venience or cost, such facilities should
be insisted upon by the 31st December,
1957.
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The object of that submission was to guard
against a person who, for a comparatively
small sum and comparatively little incon-
venience and loss of space, could comply
with the regulation.

(3) That where unreasonable cost
or inconvenience Is Involved-for
example, where structural alterations
are prohibitive or interference with
existing services such as sewerage,
water, gas or power is considerable, an
extension of time or exemption should
be granted for varying periods.

In many cases extensions or exemptions
would be reasonable until major alterations
in the buildings are made. I will explain
In a few moments that same of these
buildings are so situated, and their rights-
of-way so located, that it is almost
Physically impossible to alter the access to
their premises until they are able to make
alterations. The next point was-

(4) That the Government should
nominate an officer with responsibility
to co-ordinate the work of all Govern-
ment services involved when work to
modify the rights-of-way is under-
taken to ensure a minimum disturb-
ance to business.

The reason behind that was that when
one wants to do any construction work In
a major city building, and particularly in
the right-of-way. it usually happens that
one interferes with all the services such as
water, gas, telephone, power and the like.
it is logical that most of these services
tend to use the right-of -way because of the
easy access when any repair or replace-
ment work is to be done. It is not easy
when a job has to be done in a hurry.
perhaps at the week end, working from
Friday night to Monday morning, to co-
ordinate the work of these departments.

it is felt that the Minister could arrange
for an officer to be deputed to co-ordinate
that work. It would encourage people to
get on with the Job and facilitate the task
So that the Work of the departments con-
cerned with gas, water, power, telephones
and so on. could be co-ordinated. It might
sound easy enough to co-ordinate all these
departments but experience has shown
that it is not an easy matter because they
all have their particular commitments, and
a week-end that might suit the telephone
people might not suit the water supply or
the electricity and gas people.

A further point was that where an
extension of time or an exemption was
granted, the occupant should detail an
adult to attend the entrance to the right-
of-way to supervise safety precautions
whilst the trucks were backing. I want to
explain all these points because my In-
tention is to demonstrate to the House
that an unreasonable attitude was not
adopted by this deputation that saw the
Minister.

The Minister for Transport: Or by the
Minister.

Mr. COURT: I did not mean to imply
that the Minister adopted an unreasonable
attitude.

Hon. D. Brand: He should have let you
say It.

Mr. COURT: That is so: he has rather
spoilt the bouquet, because the deputation
came away feeling it had been received In
the grand manner.

Mr. Lapham: In the usual grand manner.

Mr. COURT: I must say that the deputa-
tion was almost nonplussed that the
Minister had agreed to its proposition, be-
cause the Minister had previously expressed
his Intention of being adamant. The
reason for an adult person to be at the
entrance to the right-of-way will be
apparent to members. There is a degree
of danger, particularly in parts of the
central city block where foot traffic is
heavy, and the presence of an adult person
to assist vehicles In and out would add to
the safety factor.

It is not an unreasonable request for the
stores to provide such a person from the
despatch or some other section as the case
may be. The next point submitted was
that the buildings or rights-of-way should
receive extensions of time or exemptions
rather than the particular vehicles. There
was a suggestion that certain vehicles be
granted exemptions. However, the admin-
istrative difficulties of that will be apparent
to the House and the suggestion was that
the buildings or rights-of-way should get
the exemption rather than a particular
vehicle. A vehicle may be held up for
maintenance or some other factor and ap-
plication for a transfer of the permit would
be necessary; whereas the covering of the
right-of-way with an extension or permit
would be satisfactory and could be freely
policed by the traffic authorities of the
Police Department.

The next submission Put forward was
that all extensions or exemptions were to
be reviewable on an annual basis so that
those concessions could be cancelled where
owners or occupiers were not making
genuine efforts to co-operate. It was not
suggested that a blanket extension or per-
mit be given because some people would sit
back and not make any Positive effort to
improve the situation. However, if they
were reviewable annually, they would have
to report to the Minister or his officers and
demonstrate that they had done all they
could to overcome the situation and w-re.
in fact, complying with the permit that
an adult person should supervise the
conduct of traffic into and out of the rights-
of -way.

One Proposition that has beo-n advanced
by the Minister and others as being a solu-
tion to the problem is the provision of turn-
tables. At first blush that seems to be the
solution, but I want to assure the House
it is not a complete solution. There are
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rights-of-way where a turntable is easy
of installation and where it would meet the
problem. But there are many where the
installation of a turntable of suitable size
is impracticable without major demolition
work, major engineering work and pro-
hibitive cost, Short of rebuilding the
premises. There are other cases where
architectural and service problems are in-
surmountable. For instance, some of these
turntables would have to go in a position
which would completely dislocate services
such as water, gas, telephone, power and
light. Therefore, a degree of compromise
is certainly necessary.

The Minister for Transport: In many
cases they put a lO-storey building over
the top of these services, yet it is a major
business to put a turntable, is that it?

Mr. COURT: I do not want the Minister
to get me wrong over this. I am not sug-
gesting that these buildings being con-
structed today should be allowed to be
built in the way some of the old buildings
were. The Minister knows they would not
get a permit to do that. Therefore, we are
not concerned about the future. A building
today must conform to the town planning
laws and the local government laws and
be built in accordance with the current law,
which means there must be access for
backing into or out of rights-of -way. There
are also provisions for parking for tenants
and the like.

There are many cases where a turntable
is not the complete answer, because it
will take only one vehicle at a time. The
position can always arise with a second
vehicle putting its nose into the right-of-
way, and it is confronted with an awkward
situation. It cannot go forward nor can it
back out without breaking the law. If
there is a second, third or fourth vehicle
waiting to enter the right-of -way and there
is a system of signals which says they
cannot enter because another vehicle is
on the turn-table-that is the usual method
used-what are the other vehicles going to
do? Must they continue to move around
the block if there is no parking place
available or come back some other time,
with added cost to all concerned.

In the representations to the Lord Mayor
and the Minister, emphasis was placed on
the fact that the Perth City Council must
interest itself in this problem. There are
parts of Perth where this problem can be
overcome, in my opinion, at reasonably
low cost. it is easier for a local authority
to get several tenants together to co-oper-
ate than it is for a private individual.
Members will well know that neighbours,
whether it be in a residential area, or
commercial properties, do not always get
along together. Some of the most stupid
arguments have taken place between
neighbours aver a dividing fence or the
use of a right-of-way, while with a little

co-operation and thought they could work
out a solution to the mutual advantage of
all concerned.

Unfortunately, some of these people get
off on the wrong foot and each demands
his or her legal rights. In the circum-
stances, the Perth City Council could step
into the matter and co-operate to bring
these tenants together. I have in mind
one particular place where what appears
to be the removal of an iron fence would
allow, provided the parties were agreeable,
a through access for four, five or six pre-
mises. In regard to that particular prob-
lem, the people on one side of the fence
were being particularly difficult and were
not co-operating. That is where the coun-
cil could intervene and bring about an
amicable solution for all concerned.

it is interesting to note that the Min-
ister has two officers working on the job;
one, I understand, is from the Government
and the other from the Perth City Coun-
cil. The two officers concerned are Mr.
Malcolm and Mr. Paterson, the former
being a Government engineer, and the lat-
ter a Perth City Council engineer. it
would appear, therefore, that the Perth
City Council is co-operating in an effort
to bring about a better use of existing
facilities.

A further Point raised with the Min-
ister was the Question of uncertainty, in
some cases, regarding road alignments in
the future. Take the position regarding
George-st. At this particular time, it is
doubtful whether even the Governiment
knows, on the most confidential level, the
exact alignment of the future George-st..
when a through road goes from the Nar-
rows Bridge, right up to and Including the
bridge over Wellington-st. and the rail-
way. Therefore, if this Particular regula-
tion was enforced respecting some of these
Premises near George-st. we would find
these people spending thousands of pounds
to bring about modifications to premises,
only to find another change had to be
made very soon, because of the realigning
of George-st., or because their premises
had been taken over. Therefore, it was
considered that premises in the vicinity of
any uncertainty in respect of road align-
ments should be granted extension or ex-
emption.

Another point advanced in regard to the
right-of-way problem, was the use of out-
of-hours delivery facilities. It Is prac-
ticable in some cases, but in others it is
not, and, in fact, would be prohibitive as
to cost. We must have some regard for
the cost factor as distinct from the con-
venience factor. I am afraid it is not
easy to arrange transportation to de-
liver goods out-or-hours to overcome back-
ing into and out of rights-of -way
during prohibited times. Ultimately most
big stores will have their bulk installa-
tions out of the city and the problem
will not arise.
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In most cases, it must be remembered.
city stores have established premises in
order to receive goods and despatch goods.
and until they reconstitute themselves to
have bulk stores out of the city, they will
continue to have this problem. Receiving
is easier to overcome than despatching.
Goods are received in bulk from trans-
portation agencies, but despatching to 20
or 30 different places from the one lorry-
load to make individual deliveries to homes
is difficult for a big universal store. These
problems Will, I am certain lessen with
the passage of time and the gentle per-
suasion of these regulations.

I want to conclude by stressing again
that most of these problems have not been
brought about by the fault of owners. I
know of no property in this prescribed
zone that was built without proper legal
sanction of the local authority at the time
when it was constructed, and we have to
be a little patient in trying to bring about
reform. I1 do not mean to allow the mat-
ter to drift forever, but to make certain.
firstly, that if new buildings are con-
structed, they conform to this regulation:
secondly, to make sure no buildings are
extensively altered unless they arc made
to conform to the regulations; and, thirdly,
to encourage people, who represent a com-
parative minority, to reorganise their
businesses and premises, without undue
cost and inconvenience, to conform to the
regulation.

THE MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT
(Hon. H. E. Graham-East Perth) 15.25]:
in my view, it would be tragic if the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition suc-
ceeded in this move. A study of the re-
cords shows that for many years such a
reform has been contemplated-indeed
approved on two earlier occasions-but
for some unaccountable reason, no steps
were taken. I am unaware of there being
any opposition to the proposal.

it is true, as pointed out by the Deputy
Leader of the opposition, that I have been
adamant that this course of banning the
backing of vehicles either on to or off
the streets in the heart of the city, should
prevail. I said that initially, and main-
tain that attitude. At no stage, however,
do I think the Deputy Leader of the Op-
position, or anybody else, could make a
charge that 1, as the responsible Minister,
have been irresponsible in connection with
this matter or in any way unreasonable.

Naturally, it is quite simple to take the
easy way out and defer any action to an
indefinite date. That is, by and large.
what has happened in the past, as a con-
sequence of which, exactly nothing has
been done. I might mention that traffic
authorities throughout the whole of the
Commonwealth of Australia are watching
this move with intense interest in order
to see the success that attends the move,
with a view to their taking parallel action.

I am somewhat surprised at the action
of the Deputy Leader of the Opposition
in view of the fact that he has been most
reasonable and co-operative up to date.
I would have thought, such being the case,
that he would have taken the trouble to
ascertain the present position before pro-
ceeding With his resolution. I shall tell
him and the House the situation up to
this moment before I resume my seat.

First of all, I want to say that the
business fraternity has got to be told and
must remember that there is an obliga-
tion upon it to provide access to and egress
from their premises, without interfering
with the community at large; that it is
part and parcel of their business and
equally important and necessary that
these facilities should be provided. They
cannot be provided without some cost, in
the same way as they provide display
windows, toilet accommodation, safety
facilities, and whatever else may be
necessary to their particular type of busi-
ness. It was never envisaged that in
many cases the step could be taken with-
out costs amounting in some instances to
hundreds, and in others thousands of
pounds.

I was interested within the past week
to read a report prepared by the traffic
engineer of the Main Roads Department
following his recent return from a trip to
Britain and certain European countries.
He mentioned that if the vehicles of the
transport authority in London could pro-
ceed at a pace one mile per hour faster
than they are able to move at the present
time, it would mean a saving to the con-
cern of £2,000,000 a year.

Let us now return to Perth. I do not
know how many tens, or hundreds of
thousands of pounds are being imposed
upon the passenger transport services,
commercial vehicles and private cars con-
veying people about their business because
of the interruption caused by vehicles
backing in and out of narrow laneways.
I have -seen the entire length of central
Murray-st., blocked by three vehicles,
juggling at right angles to the direction
of the road in order to insinuate them-
selves into the narrow laneways either
between structures or as part of struc-
tures.

Mr. Court: There has been an improve-
ment in that regard in recent months.

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORj~T:
But it Is still very bad.

Mr. Court: You have made some real
progress,

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT:
Yes, and more progress will be made;
and this is Just another of those steps.
I question the right of an individual
trader, because of his activity, to hold up
completely the flow of traffic in the heart
of the capital of Western Australia.
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Mr. Court: He has the right to trade,
surely!

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT: He
has the right to trade, but not to inter-
fere with, or cause considerable cost to,
other traders.

Mr. Court: He does not do that wilfully.

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT: He
does it, whether wilfully or otherwise. It
is true that the majority of the buildings
were permitted to be erected without
proper provision being made, because they
were built before there were motor-vehicles,
and it Is necessary that those buildings
should be adapted to meet the new state
of affairs. Apparently, in some quarters
it is thought that there is an inherent
right devolving upon a trading concern
to cause tens of thousands of pounds of
cost to other people because of hold-ups
In traffic, but that it is a terrible thing to
suggest that the same concern should
spend £1,000 or £2,000, or whatever it
might be, to effect the necessary changes
to the building, or provide a turntable, or
even have a heart to heart talk with the
adjacent people who are in a. somewhat
similar predicament.

Whilst it might be true that often there
is some feeling between neighbours, surely
if they are both beset by the same difficul-
ties and are confronted with the same pos-
sibility of losing some of their floor space
and having to spend a considerable amount
of money, they could do something between
themselves. As money speaks all languages,
that in itself should be sufficient to bring
these otherwise hostile parties together.
It can be done, but if on every occasion
something is sought to be done we tend
to run away from the problem because
of a bit of inconvenience or cost, the
problem will be with us until the heart
of the city is completely rebuilt.

The alternative might well be to place
a ban on traffic movement 'which would ,
of course, have far more serious reper-
cussions than are intended through this
regulation. What is necessary is the will
to do. Cases have been brought to my
notice of where, by the expenditure of al-
most a few shillings only, satisfactory
alternative arrangements could be made.

Mr. Court: I am not advocating the case
of those people.

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT: No,
but they felt they had a grievance and
made representations either to me or to
some parties because they desired to con-
tinue the old practice. Following ap-
proaches made to me some months ago by
the Perth Chamber of Commerce, when
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition intro-
duced a deputation. I gave certain under-
takings and I thought I made it perfectly
clear that nothing unreasonable would be
done in connection with this matter; and
nothing has, and, so far as I am concerned,
nothing will.

Arising from these talks, a committee of
three has been formed composed of Mr.
J. 0. Paterson, city engineer of the Perth
City Council; Mr. H. G. Malcolm, acting
assistant traffic manager of the Main
Roads Department: and Mr. H. V. Mlidge.
chairman of a subcommittee of the Cham-
ber of Commerce. The Chamber of Com-
merce, which has been most co-operative
and helpful in the matter, undertook to
act as liaison between the various business
people, who felt they had a grievance, and
the Minister.

Accordingly, all of the firms were circu-
larised and in the course of time some 36
requests were received from people seek-
ing exemptions. Each of these cases has
been examined in detail by this expert
committee-technical men on the one hand
and on the other person whose principal
endeavour Is to see that justice is done.
The committee has signed a report, ad-
dressed to me. which I received some three
hours ago. It is dated the 28th October:
and it is my intention to approve every
one of the recommendations. I have al-
ready indicated to my officers that such
is my intention, and I have requested that
appropriate steps be taken to give effect to
the recommendations of this specialist
committee of three which has investigated
the cases.

Of the 36 applications that were made,
the committee has recommended that in
nine of them no exemption be granted. In
regard to 16 it suggests that there should
be a temporary exemption-that there
should be a period during the day when
trucks serving these businesses should be
permitted to back in and out of the lane-
ways; and the suggestion is that the period
be between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. only from
Mondays to Fridays with a complete ban
to apply on Saturdays as well as during
the peak periods from 8 a.m. to 10 a.m.
and 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. on week days.

In three cases, the committee suggests
that there should be exemptions owing to
special circumstances and that the cases
be reviewed periodically. In connection
with the remaining eight, the committee
has recommended that there be an exemp-
tion for a period of 12 months with re-
views thereafter. The area concerned in
these eight cases is perhaps the most dif-
ficult, topographically-I refer to Murray-
St. between Milligan and George-sts. I
do not need to go into the details in con-
nection with it as most members will be
reasonably familiar with the position.

I do not know whether these recom-
mendations will be satisfactory to the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition, but I
can assure him that it is not my inten-
tion as a layman to go to each one of
those 36 premises for the purpose of back-
ing my judgment against that of the ex-
perts. But I think it can be accepted that
this is a most reasonable approach and
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that where it was established that there
were real physical difficulties or financial
commitments far in excess of what could
be expected, and that alternative arrange-
ments could not be made, the commnittee
has given the benefit of the doubt to the
affected people.

For my part, I am certain that if all
sides were tolerant and understanding in
connection with the matter, no grave in-
justice would be done to anyone but there
would be a substantial improvement in the
flow of traffic in the heart of the city. I
also give an assurance that if from prac-
tical experience or from a further ex-
amination, It is found that an injustice
might be done in any particular case, I
shall have no hesitation whatever in hay-
ing the case further examined with a
view to granting an exemption.

My insistence all the way through has
been that a decision has been made and
announced, and certain firms have shown
a most commendable sense of responsi-
bility-one has spent to the tune of, I
think, £7,000 to provide proper access--
and this being so, there is an obligation
to see that the decision is implemented.
As I have indicated previously, not one
but several firms have said that they were
whole-heartedly in favour of this move
and were prepared to spend the necessary
money and make the sacrifice in order
to provide these facilities on their prem-
ises, but they did not want to be the
mugs.

That is to say, they did not want to un-
dertake these alterations at the contem-
plated expense to find subsequently that
the less responsible section of the com-
munity who chose to sit down and do no-
thing, escaped entirely. I think it is in
that spirit that we should see these regu-
lations through. Surely, if the Chamber
of Commerce, a most responsible body, is
satisfied with the recommendations that
have been made, there is no cause for
complaint on anybody's part! I shall be
bitterly disappointed if a move to disal-
low these regulations prevails; it will
break faith with the business people whom
I mentioned earlier, and it will give an
instability to moves that are taking place
periodically in connection with traffic mat-
ters.

If there is one thing that is essential
it is for the motoring public, and indeed
all sections of the community, to feel
that before a decision is made full and
proper thought, consideration and investi-
gation have been given to the matter; and
secondly, that when an announcement is
made, it will be given effect to because it
is right, and that it will not be varied
because of pressure groups. I1 do not say
this by way of criticism of those whose
responsibility it was in earlier years, but
I am aware of many cases where decisions
have been miade and subsequently varied,

not because of any evidence, and not be-
cause of substance of argument, but be-
cause of pressure groups and representa-
tions made to the responsible authorities.
It was on account of that that this air of
uncertainty generally prevailed.

I express the hope that the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition will be as un-
derstanding and co-operative in this,
which I hope is the final stage of this
move, as he was in the earlier discus-
sions and deliberations that we have had
extending over a period of some months.
Twelve months notice was given to all
the People likely to be affected; a further
six months extension has been agreed up-
on; and a detailed analysis has been made
of every single case that was submitted.
Recommendations have been made by an
expert committee, and I repeat that it
is not my intention to interfere with it
in any respect whatever; except that if
In any instances, without any shadow of
doubt, concrete evidence can be submit-
ted with regard to a certain problem, I
am prepared to refer it to an expert
authoritly to have a second look at the
Proposition. Meanwhile, I hope and
trust that this Assembly will not agree
to the disallowance of the regulation.

On motion by Hon. A. F. Watts, debate
adjourned.

MOTION-NATIEVE WELFARE.
Cominmissioner's Annual Report and Select

Co mmittee's Objections.
MRt. ORAYDEN (South Perth) (5.48):

I move-
That in the opinion of this House,

as the annual report of the Commis-
sioner of Native Welfare for the year
ended the 30th June, 1957, which was
tabled on the 22nd October last, con-
tains many inaccurate and misleading
statements in respect of the report of
the select committee appointed to in-
Quire into the conditions of aborigines
in the Laverton -Warburton area and
in respect of the controversy which the
report caused and as the commis-
sioner's annual report, by presenting
selected documents and in other ways,
conveys a distorted account of hap-
penings in the Warburton -La ver ton
area, the members of the select com-
mittee be authorised to prepare a
reply to the offending sections of the
report and such reply be attached as
an appendix to the annual report of
the commissioner.

The annual report submitted by the Com-
missioner of Native Welfare for the
guidance of this House is a fantastic docu-
ment. Last Year the commissioner's
annual report took up 70 pages, the year
before 65 Pages and this year he has de-
voted no less than 80 foolscap pages plus
nine foolscap pages of photographs, making
89 pages in all to the select committee
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which was appointed by this House to in-
quire into conditions in the Laverton-
Warburton area. That is incredible!I No
less than 89 pages devoted to that particu-
lar inquiry!

As usual, the report contains some
astonishing statements. That is nothing
new on the part of the Commissioner of
Native Welfare, in his annual reports to
this House. But in respect to that state-
ment, I would like to refer members to the
annual report submitted for the year ended
the 30th June, 1955. On that occasion the
commissioner had this to say-

The modern State is honeycombed
with enemies of the State: people who,
unable or unwilling to assimilate true
knowledge, yet determined upon self
expression, foment every kind of strife;
hate all that is superior and bend
themselves, secretly or openly, to wil-
fully destroy the whole structure.
Some of these people are parasites:
that is to say, there are men and
women who have acquired the habit
and possess the cunning to shun
manual labour, and who try to earn
a living without hard work. They are
social nondescripts who nourish their
ego, megalomania, and in odd eases,
their personal fortune, at the expense
of under-privileged people, e.g. natives.

So the commissioner goes on in that strain.
On the following page he had this to
say-

Recently in Sydney a journalist
named Oliver Hogue published an
article in the "Sun" under the heading
'Blackman's Burden-Paying for Pro-
tection," in which he criticised me and
my department in a manner unparal-
leled in my long association with
journalism and native welfare. His
article purported to be a story of the
Pilbara natives and their mining
affairs, and his informant was Donald
William McLeod. In his introduction
to his reported interview with McLeod,
he wrote: "As usual, the bureaucrats
deny there is any oppression. They
say they are 'protecting' the abo-
rigines. In ' protecting' the natives
the bureaucrats have confiscated their
assets and possessions. Al Capone
used to 'Protect' Chicago business men
in this fashion. On a bigger scale
Hitler used to 'Protect' small nations
in the same way." Then followed a
series of charges based wholly and
solely on the statements made by D.
W. McLeod.

He goes on further to say-
The combination of journalistic in-

cogitancy on the one hand and
personal aggrandisement, self-interest
and malicious intent on the other, is
not likely to be beneficial to the
natives concerned-but it may help
the enemies of the State.

He went on in that strain through the an-
nual report for the year ended the 30th
June, 1955.

But coming to a report of more recent
date, I should like to quote from the com-
missioner's annual report which was tabled
in this House only the other day. In that
document the commissioner's opening re-
marks were-

The Honourable the Minister for
Native Welfare:

Sir,
In conformity with Section '73 (6)

of the Native Welfare Act, 1905-54, 1
submit herewith my report on the
condition and welfare of the natives
and transactions of the department
for the Year ended 30th June. 1957.

As usual the record of the year is
full of interest, not because of any
spectacular Government or public
achievement but rather because of
the more superficial variety engend-
ered by sensationalisms and an ob-
vious exploitation of Public Ignorance.
It would seem from this and past
experiences in similar circumstances,
that logic and commonsense become
submerged in the average public mind
when the emotions are amoused. It
is also unfortunately true of our pub-
lic relations system that whereas the
noisy suburbanite with only a few
days of contact with desert natives in
their natural environment may have
free and unrestricted access to the
various media of public expression
the civil servant, however well quali-
fied he may be to express opinion on
the subject, is seldom permitted to
do so.

Within the limits of its financial
and manpower resources, the depart-
ment is assisting the natives of this
State in every possible and practical
way; let those who carp and criticise
put their shoulders to the wheel in the
same way and to the same extent and
the State will have something worth
while to show for its efforts. But if
they continue to be content with sit-
ting on the fence and sniping at and
leaving everything to an undernour-
ished and understaffed Government
department, then 1here will be
material for controversy and emotion-
alism, and grounds for criticism and
complaint, when generations yet un-
born are gone and forgotten.

When the commissioner says-
It is also unfortunately true of our

public relations system that whereas
the noisy suburbanite with only a few
days of contact with desert natives in
their natural environment ...

I take it he is referring to members of
the select committee. I would like to
point out to members that one of the
members of the select committee, the
member for Kimberley, Mr. Rhatigan, was
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born in the Kimberleys at Turkey Creek.
and he was brought up with natives; he
played with them until he was 12 years
of age and for years he was a, high rank-
Ing officer in the Native Welfare Depart-
ment.

Other members of the select committee,
such as the member for Vasse, the mem-
ber for North Perth and the member for
Maylands are men who have had an in-
terest in native welfare for many years. I
have been associated with natives in this
State all my life and I do not know of
any portion of the State that I have not
travelled over at various tines. But let
me contrast that experience with the
position which applies to the Commis-
sioner of Native Welfare. He came to
this State a few years ago, after having
had experience with New Guinea natives,
natives who live in a completely different
environment.

The climate there is a fairly temperate
one and because of that there is little need
for the natives to wear clothes. They
have ample water and, in addition, they
have only to plant a yam, or some other
plant in the ground and it grows. So the
conditions of our natives cannot be com-
pared with the conditions under which
New Guinea natives live. The commis-
sioner has been in this State for only a
few years, and he has been to the War-
burton Range mission only once since he
has been here, and that was in 1950. He
was there for a few days only; he flew
into the mission in a blinding dust storm,
stayed a couple of days and left again by
plane. That is his only association with
the Warburton Range mission. He has
never been into areas north of the mis-
sion, in the central desert area; yet he
makes remarks such as I have just quoted.
Similarly, none of the officers in the
Native Welfare Department, who are
under him, have been beyond the War-
burton mission.

Evidence was given before the select
committee that Mr. McLarty, the district
officer, had been out to the Warburton
mission only twice in seven years, and the
missionaries made it quite clear to the
select committee that no officer from the
department had ever ventured north or
east of the Warburton mission area. Yet
notwithstanding that, the Commissioner
of Native Welfare, in his last annual re-
port, said-

It is also unfortunately true of our
public relations system that whereas
the noisy suburbanite with only a few
days of contact with desert natives in
their natural environment ...

Yet the commissioner is prepared to make
statements like that one. I would like the
Minister, who no doubt will obtain the
adjournment of this debate, to contact the
Commissioner of Native Welfare and ob-
tain the names of the people whom he

described as the noisy suburbanites who
have only had a few days' contact with the
natives.

Then the commissioner made this state-
ment: "The civil servant, however well
qualified he may be to express an opinion
on the subject, is seldom permitted to do
so. " I have pointed out that the commis-
sioner, up to the time of the select com-
mittee's report, had been out once, and
that was in 1950; and no officer then in
the employ of the Native Welfare
Department had ever been east or
north of the mission, although one officer
had traversed the reserve in the past. But
he went at our invitation, on one of the
expeditions we made to that reserve. Re-
garding the statement about the civil ser-
vant not being permitted to express his
opinion, may I say that a perusal of the
local newspapers over the last few years
will indicate that whenever the Commis-
sioner of Native Welfare made a state-
ment, the Press published It; but that
cannot be said to be the experience of
others who make statements and who pro-
duce evidence to back up their statements.

I suggest that many civil servants to
whom the commissioner has referred are
not, by any stretch of the imagination.
qualified. For instance, when the select
committee was taking evidence, Mr. Doug-
las, a missionary of the Warburton mission,
stated that although he had been studying
the native language in that district for
seven years, he still had not fully grasped
the language. The select committee also
asked officers of the Native Welfare De-
partment, who appeared before it, certain
questions in respect of their knowledge of
the native language. We were informed
that Mr. McLarty, the district officer, could
speak 30 words of the native language. He
can only speak 30 words, yet we have a
missionary who has been studying the
language for seven years and who has
published two books on the dialect, being
unable to speak the language efficiently.
The departmental officer had only been
out twice in seven years, and that is the
type of person to whom the commissioner
has made reference.

Similarly, the Commonwealth Govern-
ment appointed an officer, at the Giles
weather station. Let us see how compet-
ent he is in the native language. He can-
not speak it at all. That is made clear
in the file relating to his appointment. As
for being a competent bushman, it is
worth-while mentioning that because he
knows so little about bushcraft, he had
been instructed not to leave the main road,
which ran through the Warburton mission
at the time of our visit last year. That
officer once drove from the Giles
weather station, along the main road to
Elackstone Range. That involved a dis-
tance of 150 miles. His vehicle broke down.
so we were informed at the mining camp.
He took the battery out of the vehicle; he
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started a large fire on the side of the road;
and then he put the battery into the fire
to recharge it, with the natural consequence
that the battery exploded.

That highly qualified officer, as the com-
missioner would have us believe, sat along-
side his vehicle for three days because he
was lost. He thought he was 30 miles from
his destination, that is. the mining camp.
In actual fact he was less than five miles
from the camp. He sat alongside his
vehicle on a good road for three days when
he was less than five miles from his des-
tination! At the end of the three days he
saw an aircraft coming in low over the
trees. He realised it was about to land at
the strip by the mining camp. He then
realised that he was only a few miles away
from the camp and he walked to it. That
is the type of officer stationed at the Giles
weather station. He cannot speak the
language and he was not permitted to leave
the main road in case he got into diffi-
culties.

To continue in that strain, while the
Minister for Native Welfare was conduct-
ing a survey of the conditions on the re-
serve earlier this year, he met a couple of
men at Blackstone Range mining camp.
They had previously applied for a permit
to travel through the reserve, and that
permission was granted by the Minister.
They went off to Giles weather station and
around the Rawlinson Range looking for
minerals. They got back to the Pass Of
the Abiencerrages, which Is near the Giles
weather station. They ran out of petrol.
out of food, and had practically no water
left. They were extremely pleased to be
able to get to the pass of the Abencerrages.
They lit a fire and camped at that site.

After a while they were delighted to se
a succession of lights approaching in the
distance: they saw the lights coming closer
and closer. They stood in front of the fire
and flashed their torches to attract the
oncoming lights. it transpired that the
lights consisted of a procession of vehicles
from the Giles weather station. Every
vehicle had turned out including the trac-
tor, which formed the rear of the proces-
sion. Virtually the entire personnel of that
weather station were mounted on the
vehicles. One or two of the men, includ-
ing the cook, got on top of the tractor.
This procession had been sent out in force
at the behest of the native welfare officer
for the purpose of intercepting the two
poor innocent people who had been given
a permit to travel through the reserve.

The two Persons concerned were most
irate, when standing in front of the fire,
to be confronted with a large group of
men from the Oiles weather station, in-
cluding the officer to whom I referred, all
in possession of loaded guns. If that is
the sort of thing that happens out there,
and if that is the type of, highly qualified
officer stationed there, then the Comnmis-
sioner of Native Welfare should refrain

from making statements of the kind to
which I have referred, and which are in-
cluded in his annual report.

The Minister for Native Welfare: Who
supplied the guns-the Commonwealth
Defence Department or Mr. Middleton?

Mr. GRAYDEN: The Commissioner of
Native Welfare will know the answer to
that question because no doubt he has re-
ceived a report on the incident from the
officer concerned. Then again the com-
missioner made this statement in his re-
port-

Within the limits of its financial and
manpower resources, the department
is assisting the natives of this State
in every possible and practical way.

I suggest to the Minister for Native Wel-
fare that that is not the case. When the
select committee visited the Warburton
reserve, its members found a native child
of two years of age suffering from a cleft
palate and harelip. We drew attention to
that instance, but the child is still at the
mission and has not received treatment.
The matron said it was an ideal age for
operating, but nothing was done. That
child would have been sent to Perth long
ago by the missionaries had the mother
permitted the child to go. She would not
do that, however, because at that time a
number of children had been sent down to
Perth for treatment but the Native Welfare
Department had failed to return them to
the mission. The parents of the children
were extremely concerned and asked the
missionaries almost daily when their child-
ren were going to be returned. They lived
in fear that they would never see their
children again.

There was another Incident to which
we recently drew attention. It concerns
the crippled native who is being carried
around on the backs of his fellow natives
in the area around Well 40 on the Canning
stock route. That specific instance was
brought to the notice of the Minister for
Native Welfare, but nothing has been done.
We also drew the attention of the Minister
to the case of the native woman at Well 22
who is in such a condition that the flesh
is rotting away from her knees and nose.
These are three specific cases, and I could
go on giving others.

We have drawn the attention of the
Minister for Native Welfare to the fact
that for 25 years, native children have been
educated at the Warburton mission until
they reach 14 years of age, after which
they were sent back to the reserve to fend
for themselves, with no opportunity of ob-
taining employment. We have drawn the
attention of the Minister to the fact that
every year for a period of three months
the mission goes into recess and the child-
ren return to the reserve to fend for them-
selves. The Minister knows these things.
yet nothing has been done to relieve the
specific cases I have mentioned, flow then
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can the commissioner claim that, within
the limits of its financial and manpower
resources, the department Is assisting the
natives of this State in every possible and
practical way?

The commissioner goes on to make this
statement-

But if they continue to be content
with sitting on the fence and sniping
at and leaving everything to an under-
nourished and understaffed Govern-
ment department, then there will be
material for controversy and emotion-
alism.

The commissioner cannot claim lack of
money as a defence, for the very good rea-
son, as I mentioned before, that when the
Aborigine Advancement League of Victoria
forwarded to this State a donation of £150,
the commissioner sent it back. The com-
missioner has written to that body and
said that the natives in this State in the
area under report are not in need of any
more relief than they are receiving at
present. He said that in reply to the
organisation which forwarded the donation.

How can the commissioner claim that
to be the position when the Minister him-
self led a delegation to the Eastern States
In the earlier part of this year to seek
financial assistance? While the Minister
was asking for £60,000 for assisting the
natives in this State, his own Commis-
sioner of Native Welfare was making
statements to the Press that the recom-
mendations of the select committee were
grossly exaggerated and that the recom-
mendations were utterly impracticable.
The commissioner did more than any other
person to ensure that that delegation did
not receive any aid from the Common-
wealth Government. In those circum-
stances, how can he claim that his depart-
ment is undernourished and understaffed,
and that is the reason why aid was not
given to the specific cases which were
drawn to his attention?

In the report of the Commissioner of
Native Welfare, no less than 89 foolscap
pages were devoted by him to the select
committee Inquiry- In perusing the report
we find that the great majority of docu-
ments have been carefully selected to give
an entirely erroneous picture of the hap-
penings on the reserve. For instance, he
includes in the appendix to the report of
89 pages a letter from the matron of the
Warburton mission.
Sitting suspended from 8.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. GRAYDEN: Before tea I was point-
ing out that although there are 89 foolscap
pages in the report of the Commissioner
of Native Welfare which was tabled in this
House dealing with the inquiry conducted
by the select committee, the majority of
the documents on the file presents an en-
tirely erroneous picture of happenings on

the Warburton reserve and matters relat-
ing to the Inquiry. I mentioned that the
commissioner had even included a letter
from the matron of the Warburton mis-
sion: and in view of the fact that there
are so many selected documents in the
appendix to the report, I feel that the
commissioner should add other documents
which would throw a completely differ-
ent Complexion upon what that report
conyeys.

For instance. I think the commissioner
could well add the evidence given before
the select committee by the missionaries
at the Warburton mission itself. That
would include the superintendent of the
mission, Mr. Green; the matron of the
mission hospital, Matron Graham; Mr.
and Mrs. Wade, who founded the mission
over 20 years ago; Miss Biggs, the school
teacher: and Police Sgt. Anderson, who
has long been regarded as an authority
on the country in the vicinity of Laverton
and the mission. if the commissioner in-
cluded documents of that kind, they would
counteract the one-sided view which the
report conveys at present.

In addition to containing carefully
selected documents only, the report Itself
contains many erroneous, inaccurate and
misleading statements. I refer to state-
ments of this kind-and I would ask the
House to listen carefully-because they
are remarkable statements to appear in
a report of the kind presented to his
Minister by the commissioner and tabled
in Parliament. A section of the report is
headed 'The Crayden Report"; and the
statement is made-

It should be sufficient that many of
the assertions in the committee's re-
port and subsequent public allegations
have been refuted by qualified scienti-
fic survey, by anthropological investi-
gation, by two independent Press in-
vestigations, and even in one instance
by one of the very witnesses who gave
evidence before the select committee.

The conclusion which the select committee
reached in its report was this-

The committee has arrived at the
conclusion that the plight of the
aborigines in the Warburton-Laverton
area Is deplorable in the extreme. The
natives lack even the most basic neces-
sities of life. Malnutrition and blind-
ness and disease, abortion and infan-
ticide and burns and other injuries are
commonplace. Game Is extremely
scarce on the reserve, water supplies
for drinking precarious, and adequate
medical attention far beyond the re-
sources of the Warburton mission.
Employment opportunities for mis-
sion-educated children are hopelessly
insufficient and in the circumstances
education only serves to leave them
more Poorly fitted for fending for
themselves when thrown back on their
own resources at the completion of
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that education. Immediate food
and medical aid are urgently neces-
sary for these People and permanent
provision for them a pressing obliga-
tion on the State.

That was the conclusion of the select com-
mittee.

In view of the fact that the commis-
sioner in his report and elsewhere has
made statements of the type I have read
out, and other statements to the effect
that the select committee's report was
grossly exaggerated. I want to take this
opportunity to challenge the Minister to
produce a shred of evidence-and I re-
peat "a shred of evldence"-to substanti-
ate the commissioner's claims. From time
to time we have had the commissioner
saying this report is grossly exaggerated.
I therefore challenge the Minister-who
will have an opportunity when replying to
the debate, and during the discussion on
the Estimates, etc.-to produce the evi-
dence to prove the contrary.

I ask him to Quote the words in the
report which the commissioner considers
to be exaggerated and to produce a shred
of evidence to substantiate the allegations
that those portions of the report are
grossly exaggerated. Of course, the Min-
ister will not be able to do that. But I
challenge him, and ask him to come be-
fore this House and tell us what portions
of the report the commissioner considers
to be exaggerated.

To continue with the type of statement
which is in this report which has been
tabled by the Minister, let me quote
again-

At no time did the committee make
a first-hand investigation of the cen-
tral reserve and very few, if any, of
the witnesses had penetrated deeply
into it, up to the time evidence was
taken, certainly none in recent times.
There could therefore be no testament-
ary warrant for some of the allega-
tions in the body of the report con-
cerning conditions in this vast area,
for which no up-to-date first-hand
knowledge was available to the com-
mittee in the form of evidence.

That is a remarkable statement for this
reason: The Warburton mission is situ-
ated near the western boundary of the re-
serve, and up to the time that the party
I accompanied traversed the reserve some
years ago, no vehicle had been east or
north of the mission more than 10 miles.
On that occasion we went right through
the reserve. Then later on we went
through that portion of the reserve on
a journey from here to Alice Springs.
That was only the second time that
vehicles had gone from south to north
through the reserve, though, in the inter-
vening two years, one or two had gone
through the mission to Blackstone. But
no officer of the department had been
there and none of the missionaries, in

those Intervening years. Missionaries went
by camel through the reserve to the-
Rawlinson Ranges years ago, but no
missionary at the mission had recent
information concerning the reserve proper.

There was only one man we could get
any evidence from-the evidence men-
tioned in this particular paragraph I
quoted-and that was Mr. Wade. We
obtained his evidence verbatim, and it has
been recorded. There were no other
witnesses we could call. When the select
committee went through the Warburton
reserve it was able to contact natives and
the missionaries and others, and gain in-
formation of the position on the reserve
generally; and having traversed the re-
serve myself on a couple of occasions, and
being the only one who had done it re-
cently, I was able to give the committee
some information on that aspect. The
commissioner's report goes on-

Any reference to the report to the
alleged conditions in areas outside
the limited scope of the committee's
reliable information must have been
based on pure speculation or vague
generalisation and should be treated
with considerable reserve.

That is a remarkable statement to be
included in the commissioner's annual
report. Up to the time the committee
went there, no officer from the depart-
ment then in its employ had ever gone
east or north of the mission on the re-
serve. The commissioner's report con-
tinues-

The report made little distinction
between what was fact and what was
assumption, and whilst some of its
allegations may be true to a limited
extent, of some parts of the area the
committee was authorised to investi-
gate. the impression created was that
natives in the whole area under re-
view, including the central reserve,
were living in shocking conditions of
physical hardship; starving, dying of
thirst, suffering on a large scale from
disease, and, to a serious extent.
practising abortion and infanticide.

The report attributes to the select com-
mittee statements which by no stretch of
the imagination could be read into the
select committee's report. Again I submit
that for a native welfare department to
place a report on the Table of the House
which says of a report made by a select
committee and agreed to by Parliament
that it made little distinction between
what was fact and what was assumption,
is fantastic. The report of the commis-
sioner continues-

Verbal and visual evidence was
presented to the committee that a
relatively small party of natives from
an area north of the Warburton
Ranges mission was in fact suffering
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from hardship. (Their number ac-
cording to the report was 19, but was
later established to be 46.) These
natives were seen at the mission in
an emaciated state and sight of them
appears to have set the tone that
pervades the whale of the report.

The report does not indicate that
a thorough investigation was made of
the cause of their condition or the
extent to which it was general
throughout the area, but it seems to
have been assumed that it was due
to lack of natural food and water
supplies and that it was, in fact, gen-
eral throughout the reserve. No evi-
dence was taken from these natives.

Stripped of its unsupported gener-
alities and some patent inaccuracies,
however, the report did bring to light
some features of native welfare to
which attention was due and despite
overdraniatlsation of the picture it
presented, it pointed the need f or
qualified investigation of native con-
ditions in the whole area.

That is a remarkable statement to find
in a report submitted by the Commissioner
of Native Welfare and I repeat my chal-
lenge to the Minister to produce a shred
of evidence to substantiate the claims of
the commissioner that this report was
grossly exaggerated.

There are many other statements in
that report which I will not trouble to
read to the House but which are there
to mislead the House and the public of
Western Australia. If those statements
are to remain in the report, I think that,
in the interests of truth, we should at-
tach to it an appendix including state-
ments by the superintendent of the War-
burton mission and others which will
throw a completely different light on
what the Commissioner of Native Wel-
fare is trying to convey.

I have quoted from the commissioner's
annual report and I submit that many of
the statements contained in it are con-
tradicted by officers of the Native Wel-
fare Department. Not long ago the Com-
missioner of Native Welfare wrote to the
Minister for Native Welfare with ref er-
ence to the select committee's report and
said that the remarks in that report un-
der the headings of Terrain, Basic Re-
quirements. Food, Medical Attention,
Clothing, Secondary Requirements, Gen-
eral Education, Secondary Education and
Training. Commissioner's Responsibility
for Natives, and many others, applied
with equal force to large numbers of
natives living within their tribal bound-
aries to the south of the Fitzroy valley,
along the Canning stock route, etc.

In his statement the Commissioner of
Native Welfare not only agrees with the
report of the select committee in respect
of the headings mentioned but said that
the remarks under them were well known

to apply with equal force to 6,000 desert
aborigines in this State. We can go fur-
ther than that and quote Mr. McLarty,
the district officer of the department, in
connection with the conditions on -the
Warburton reserve. He said with refer-
ence to the Giles weather station-

Nevertheless, the mere existence of
a white man's camp is an attraction
to the natives similar to that at Black-
stone and here again Is typified the
natives' readiness to sacrifice the inde-
pendence of their traditional life if
given the opportunity. Although food
waste is burnt they will still scavenge
over the rubbish dumps in preference
to hunting.

That officer, in respect of the Blackstone
Range mining camp said-

It has been reported that 40 pros-
pectors are to be introduced into the
area. This means that many more
white camps will be established and
this in turn means so many more
centres of attraction for the natives
where, perhaps, contact with them will
not be under such strict control.

That is a remarkable admission by the
district officer. There are already pos-
sibly 100 miners in the Blackstone Range
area going out in all directions each day.
The only supervision is an occasional visit
by the officer stationed at the Giles wea-
ther station, yet shortly 40 more pros-
pectors are going there. The miners will
introduce all sorts of diseases and yet
when a native becomes sick, he receives
no medical treatment. Mr. McLarty says.
further-

Whether commercial activities are
intensified or not, however, the fact
remains that the three existing in-
fluences--the mission, the mining
company and the weather station-
are affecting the lives of natives on
the reserve and we face the danger
of their becoming a dispirited and
aimless people mainly through their
inability to appreciate the significance
of their gradual voluntary surrender
of independence. Dr. Davidson's de-
scription of a community of aristo-
crats drifting into the squalor of
townside camps is very realistic and
to me who have been enabled to see
natives in all the proud dignity of
true manhood in the Rawlinson
Range and follow down the sorry road
of degradation, through the mission
to the pathetic creatures scavenging
in the dust bins of Laverton. That,
to me, is the real tragedy facing these
people.

He says, further-
The natives dt the central reserve

inhabit a region which In comparison
with other parts of the State is singu-
larly ill favoured for the maintenance
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of the indigenous population much
above the level of a mere subsist-
enance.

We have the Commissioner of Native
Welfare and his officers making it clear
that the position on the Warburton reserve
is extremely serious and that all confirms
the select committee's findings. I received
from the superintendent of the Warburton
mission a letter which makes clear what
he thinks of the select committee's report.
It is as follows:-

Dear Mr. Orayden,
Thank you for your kind letter with

the copy of the select committee's
report and findings. The whole thing
is a wonderful answer to our prayers
for the needy ones in this area of
Central Australia.

God is certainly In this thing and
has guided and helped you wonder-
fully In your efforts to do something
practical for the permanent future
welfare of the natives. May God bless
and help you to see great things
accomplished on their behalf.

I read the report with great care
and interest and I think it is one of
the best, most faithful and thorough
that one could give, every angle has
been dealt with so well. It has Indeed
given us much pleasure and encourage-
ment to go on with the work to which
God has called us, for the salvation
and uplift of the natives.

We rejoice with you at the wonderful
reception the report had in Parliament
and the final passing of it by the W.A.
Government. We heard pieces about
it over the radio, and last night we
heard that the future project would
cost £100,000 and that the Common-
wealth was being approached to assist
with half the cost.

We trust that the negotiations will
be successful and that we shall see
great things happening in the near
future. All your conclusions and
recommendations are splendid and
should produce good results. We thank
God for raising you up for such a time
as this.

We can now envisage a real future
for boys and girls rowing up here on
the Mission, and a practical continua-
tion of the work which we have begun.

That is from a man was is living out
there with the natives, and the commis-
sioner himself aptly confirms what I have
said by saying that the facts apply with
equal force to 6,000 aborigines. The
report on the Table of the House con-
tains inaccurate and misleading state-
ments, heavily weighted to Present one
point of view only. ITp view of the ample
confirmation that I have given of the select
committee's report from so many sources,
I think we should attach to the commis-
sioner's report an appendix Including

documents which will ensure that anyone
reading the report will gain an accurate.
picture of what took place in regard to
that inquiry and in respect of the con--
ditions on the Warburton reserve.

HON. A. F. WATTS (Stirling) [7.58]:
1 do not propose to speak at length on this
subject but, in the circumstances, I pro-
pose to give the member for South Perth
an opportunity of having the matter dis-
cussed. Up to more recent times I did not
concern myself-having many other things
to do-with a perusal of the matter given
to this House by the select committee, but
of recent days I have taken the opportunity
of reading carefully through its report and
through the greater part of the evidence-
I have It before me, as a matter of fact--
taken by the select committee in the course
of its Inquiry.

I find, as you no doubt know, Mr.
Speaker, that the report was a, unanimous
one by the five members of the committee.
Having examined the report and the evi-
dence, I have now no hesitation in saying
that the report in the main-in fact, I
would say at least 90 per cent, of it-was
based upon the evidence given to the select
committee, which is to be found in the
volume that I have before me now.

In consequence of that feeling and that
belief, and having gone into these papers
with some interest in more recent days, I
feel that the attitude of the Commissioner
of Native Welfare in the report tabled in
this House, which I have also examined,
is, to say the least, somewhat unjustified.
There is no doubt whatever that the com-
missioner in that report has devoted a
quantity of time, effort, paper and words
to a scathing criticism of the report of
the select committee which in my view
now--after the interest I have taken in
more recent days in this matter-is not
justified.

In fact, in such experience as I have had
in this House there has never been, I
think, such a report tabled by any Gov-
ernment department with regard to mat-
ters dealt with by a select committee of
this H-ouse. That is not to say that I
deny the departmental officer, or the Gov-
ernment department, the right to express
an opinion contrary to the opinions ex-
pressed by a select committee. I think
they have justification for doing that in
moderate and reasonable language, and
bearing in mind the fact that they are
called upon, If they want to soundly base
that criticism, to establish justification for
it.

The select committee, if it does its duty,
is bound to make a report on the evidence
before it. If it makes observations in addi-
tion to that evidence it may, of course,
also take those observations into consider-
tion. There is ample evidence here from
various persons who appear to be com-
pletely responsible, many of them having
been in this country-which is completely
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unfamiliar to me-for a great many years.
to establish within reason at least the con-
clusions reached by the select committee.

Accordingly. I must express my amaze-
mnent at the attitude adopted by the Com-
missioner of Native Welfare in his report
that has been laid upon the Table of the
House. I suggest that he has made far
too much of the views of the select com-
mittee which initially were certainly not
directed at him; they were directed, it is
crystal-clear to me, to the benefit of the
natives in that area. Whether certain of
the recommendations the committee made
in regard to the means whereby those
conditions might be ameliorated were prac-
tical or otherwise, I am not in a position
to judge, but I do say that the evidence
clearly indicates the need for some other
method of dealing with some of these prob-
lems than had up to that time been at-
tempted.

But the activity of the commissioner,
quite apart from placing his Minister in
a. very difficult position, has created a
violent discussion throughout the reater
part of Australia when, had his attitude
been a normal one as a departmental offi-
cer dealing with the report of a select
committee, it would no doubt have saved
a great deal of the time of this House and
a great deal of discussion in public would
have been avoided. Apart from this, the
member for South Perth would not have
been bringing this motion before us now-
and that without depriving the Commis-
sioner of Native Welfare of any right to ex-
press his views where they were different
from those expressed by the select com-
mittee.

If I had my way I would sooner see
this motion read that the report be not
printed or something similar, but in view
of what the hon. member said and the
fact that I have of recent days given some
attention to this matter, I would say that
we have every Justification in giving him
the opportunity to have this motion de-
bated and I therefore second it.

On motion by the Minister for Native
Welfare, debate adjourned.

MOTION-NATIVE WELFARE.
Committee of Inquiry into Basic Needs

and Financial Assistance from
Comn~wealth.

Debate resumed from the 23rd October
on the following motion by Mr.
Grayden: -

That a: committee comprising repre-
sentatives of the Native Welfare,
Police, Education and Health Depart-
ments, church organisations. and the
Anthropological Department (Uni-
versity of Western Australia) and
others who could contribute to such a
committee, be set up to Inquire into
and prepare an estimate of the fin-
ance required to improve and/or
establish such missions, pastoral

holdings, communal farms, settle-
ments, schools, hospitals, etc., and
such services as regular medical and
dental surveys, as may be required
to meet the basic needs of aborigines
in Western Australia, with special
emphasis on the requirements of the
"desert" aborigines, and that the
estimate after being considered and
if necessary amended by this House,
be submitted to the Commonwealth
Government with the request that the
amount specified be made available
to this State by way of a special grant
for the purpose of implementing the
recommendation.

THE MINISTER FOR NATIVE WEL-
FARE (Hon. J. J. Brady-Guildford-Mid-
land) [8.71: 1 feel at the outset that this
motion is not properly before the House
and it could probably be removed on the
score that the hon. member is moving for
certain things which will incur expense
on the Government, and to that extent
It is ultra vires the Constitution. However,
I do not wish to raise that matter, nor do
I propose to have the motion expunged
from the notice paper on that account. I
prefer to deal with the matters raised by
the member for South Perth with a view
to subsequently moving an amendment to
the motion.

If members have a look at the contents
of the motion they will see that the hon.
member has moved "That a committee
comprising representatives. ."be formed
to inquire into certain things. He has
not moved ."that in the opinion of this
House" certain things should take place.
If the hon. member's motion were agreed
to, it would entail considerable expense to
the Government, and a private member is
not given that right. If members read the
motion carefully, they will see exactly
what it involves, and I feel sure that they
will appreciate. that I have no alternative
but to oppose it.

In my opinion, the inconvenience and
cost to at least eight departments would
not be warranted in all the circum-
stances particularly in view of the points
I will relate as I proceed. Quite apart
from the inconvenience to eight depart-
mients. to the chief administrator of a de-
partment, and to other high officials, as
I have already said, the cost involved
would be considerable, In addition to
that, we have the position that the
churches are entitled to be represented on
this committee. This could mean that
anything from 12 to 15 different denom-
inations could claim entitlements to repre-
sentation on this committee. Again we
find that 29 missions would have the right
to claim that they had some special in-
terest in this matter and consequently
would seek representation. The whole
thing becomes completely unwieldy and
very costly, and it would be unlikely to
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produce any more information than we
already have. I have no alternative but to
oppose the motion.

I would point out that in the files and
records of the Department of Native Wel-
fare already many propositions have been
put forward and these have been con-
sidered by the department from time to
time and either turned down or partly
Implemented according to the circum-
stances and finance available to the de-
partment. So, having regard to that fact
and many other things tbat are happening
in regard to natives, I feel there is no
alternative but to oppose the motion and
move an amendment. The officers of the
Department of Native Welfare are con-
tinually considering matters such as these
and seeking ways and means whereby they
can improve the lot of the natives,
whether they are the desert natives,
party-assimilated natives, or the natives
who are now in the cities.

Getting back to the motion which seeks
the formation of this conmnittee to
which I have referred, I would point out
that its personnel could number anything
from 25 to 30. The fact that the hon.
member desires that particular reference
and consideration be had to the desert
natives would, in my opinion, imply that
the people on the committee would have
to travel into the desert in order to justify
their report when It was subsequently
brought before this House. It is, of course,
quite possible that this committee could
be comprised of a number of womenfolk,
because the bodies mentioned in the
motion could quite easily nominate women
representatives. We all know that in many
cases the womenfolk predominate in their
interest in matters such as this. It is
well-known that the Canning stock route
runs through the desert, and it is also
known that from Well 25 to Well 48, no
vehicles have made the trek at any time.

It would not be difficult to imagine a
committee of 25 or 30-a large number of
whom would possibly be women-trying to
investigate a particular group of desert
natives. I do not for one moment doubt
that the hon. member moved his motion
with the best of motives, but the impractic-
ability of the proposition is such that it
is not possible for me to support it. Indeed,
when the hon. member hears my amend-
ment, it is possible he will agree to the
proposals contained in it and feel that it
meets his requirements. The area between
Well 25 and Well 48 is only one of those
that would be involved in an investigation
of the desert natives, because I think it Can
be safely said that about 250,000 square
miles in Western Australia would be termed
desert.

To carry out this inquiry in detail would
take probably six months or 12 months,
and it would probably take nearly as long
to compile the findings in order to put
them before this House, as I think the
member for South Perth would desire.

Since I1 have been minister, and particu-
larly since last December when the select
committee visited the Warburton area, I
have continued to communicate with the
Commonwealth departments, in one section
or another, in an endeavour to bring about
what the member for South Ferth is ulti-
mnately aiming at. I have not met with a
great deal of satisfaction, but I am getting
certain results which one cannot altogether
decline.

I want to remind the House that last
February the member for South Perth,
together with the member for North Perth
and myself made personal representations
to Hon. Howard Beale, the Minister for
Supply in the Commonwealth Government
with a view to trying to get the Common-
wealth Government to assist the Warbur-
ton Native Mission in Particular. We put
up a proposal that a pastoral property be
developed and said that we thought the
proposition, within ten years, could be
more or less self-supporting. The Minister
asked that the proposition be put in writ-
Ing, and some 20 or more pages of submis-
sion were furnished with all the evidence
to back up the project. However, he
subsequently declined to provide any assis-
tance.

The same case was also represented to
Sir Arthur Fadden, the Treasurer of the
Commonwealth, and, after due considera-
tion, he declined to render any assistance
on the ground that the natives under the
Constitution were a State responsibility.
In addition to that, a further letter was
addressed to Sir Arthur Fadden asking for
a special grant, having regard to the diffi-
culties we experience in Western Australia
in trying to do all that we would desire.
Furthermore, Hon. Paul Hasluck, another
Minister of the Commonwealth Govern-
ment, was asked to interest himself in the
proposal which Sir Arthur Fad den and
Hon. Howard Beale had declined to enter-
tain. I am still awaiting a reply.

I also asked Paul Hasluck to assist me, as
Minister, to try to get a special investiga-
tion carried cut respecting the East
Kimberley natives, because of certain
difficulties in that area, and the Minister
has been very sympathetic. He has
favourably recommended the matter to
both the Administrator of the Northern
Territory and to the Prime Minister.
Therefore, it will be seen that so far as
I am concerned, as Minister I have kept
in touch with those in the Federal Gov-
ernment who can assist us. The Native
Welfare Department, as is well known, has
only limited finance but the Government
during its term of office has approximately
quadrupled the previous moneys paid to
the Native Welfare Department for the
assistance of natives. The Commissioner
of Native Welfare, Mr. Middleton, has
tried to give assistance to natives spread
over 1,000,000 square miles, from the Kim-
berleys in the north to Esperance in the
south, from Carnarvon in the west to the
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Warburton mission in the east, He has
spread his activities over the whole of
that 1,000,000 square miles, and is doing
the best he can with the money available
for the 29 missions and 25,000 natives
spread throughout Western Australia.

Mr. O'Brien: And doing a good job, too.
The MINISTER FOR NATIVE WEL-

FARE: I would say that natives are differ-
ent from whites, in that they are almost
individual problems. When there are
25,000 natives, I would remind the House
that a considerable amount of money is
entitled to go to these people, which is
what the department, myself and the
Government desire, in regard to the
Warburton mission, the department at the
present time has as a. consequence of the
select committee's report, established a
patrol officer in the Warburton-Laverton
area, and his responsibility is to help the
natives there and generally to assist the
mission.

He is a certified builder and has been
rendering every assistance to them. He
has also helped the mission with plans
and has taken out a survey in regard to
the possibility of laying down water sup-
plies. He has patrolled the area to see
whether the natives can be assisted and
he is continuing to plan ahead in antici-
pation of a party from the Lands and
Surveys Department going to that area
early next winter with a view to looking
into the possibility of establishing a pas-
toral holding there in order that natives
will be assimilated in the Warburton-
Blackstone-Laverton areas.

Therefore I feel that the Native Welfare
Department, within the realms of possi-
bility, is doing what it can. The Com-
monwealth Government, as distinct from
the State Government and the Native Wel-
fare Department, is also carrying on activi-
ties which ultimately must, I think, be for
the benefit of the natives. I am of the
opinion that is the case, and I think the
member for South Perth will be satisfied
that everything practicable is being done,
having regard to all the circumstances.
The Commonwealth Government, at the
moment, is planning a road from Black-
stone to the Warburton mission. The
member for South Perth advocated a
through road to, I think, Alice Springs,
some time ago. It would seem that up
to a point his wishes are coming true,
because the Commonwealth Government
is now bulldozing a road, I understand,
from Blackstone, where the nickel mining
is taking place, through to the Warburton
mission.

That must eventually make it possible
for the natives to traverse that area with
the minimum of inconvenience as com-
pared with the present system of pushing
through the barren scrub. In addition, I
understand that the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment is planning a further road
through to-i think they call it Car-
negie. It Is an area north of Wiluna.

It may not be Carnegie but it is a
name not unlike that. As a conse-
quence, people in the North-West will be
able to travel to Alice Springs. It could
be-and it is a distinct possibility-that
because these roads are being put through,
water supplies will be laid down and water
will be available for the natives.

The department has continued its pol-
icy of spending money throughout the
State on native reserves to the limit of
its capacity. There are reserves in at
least a hundred different centres of the
State. The department is also negotiat-
Ing with the Commonwealth Government
in regard to securing land for the erection
of permanent homes for natives. Instead
of paying £3 or £4 per week for homes.
20 or 30 houses will be available this year
-we hope-for 10 or 15 families at a very
nominal rental. in addition, the depart-
mental officers are preparing a case to
place before the Commonwealth Grants
Commission when it visits this State
within the next fortnight, asking for
£1,000,000 or £1,500,000 to be made avail-
able to the State Government to be spent
on native activities. I am mentioning
these things as I go along in order to let
the House know that the department is
considering all aspects and is continually
probing the possibility of assisting natives
where it can.

In passing, I think the member for
South Perth referred to a recent visit to
Fremantle gaol and said he considered the
natives had a very poor prospect when
they left. I visited the 'Fremantle gaol
last year and had the same feeling myself.
I think that anything we can do to help
these natives should be done. My thoughts
immediately ran along the lines of a garden
or farming proposition, but the more I
delved into it, the more I realised the dif-
ficulties because of the fact that these
people do not allow themselves to be dis-
ciplined to the same extent as white
people, and they frequently abscond from
the areas when there is an opportunity.
We are continuing to make inquiries on
their behalf and, as a consequence, are
about to pay a visit to Barton's Mill and
Pardelup, and more to other areas are
contemplated in order to carry out our
plans.

The member for South Perth, quite
rightly in my opinion, stressed the fact that
the Commonwealth Government has spent
£50,000,000 on the Colombo Plan to assist
people in South East Asia and other
Asian countries. I did not know the mem-
ber for South Perth was going to quote
that in the House, but we certainly quoted
it to Hon. Howard Beale in Sydney last
February.

Some time ago in a letter to Sir Arthur
Fadden, I mentioned that this matter had
been raised in the House by members and
used that as one of the justifications for
MY writing requesting assistance with
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finance. I will quote part of the letter
which is dated the 25th September, 1957,
as follows,.-

During the debate several members
referred to the fact that the Com-
monwealth Government has assisted
considerably in the Colombo Plan to
the extent of many millions of pounds.
It has also on one occasion, at a cost
of £40,000 arranged for a cruiser to
go from Sydney to Herd Island to pick
up a new Australian physician sus-
pected of having appendicitis and the
question continually arises as to
whether the Commonwealth Govern-
ment should not assist the State in
endeavouring to improve the lot of
the Australian natives in the central
portions of this State, in many cases
far removed from normal welfare acti-
vities.

It occiirs to me that there Is some-
to be said for this argument and I
am now writing to see if your Govern-
ment would be prepared to make a
grant to Western Australia to assist
natives, particularly in the desert
areas. This Government is not
in the financial position to spend
millions of pounds to cater for
all needs of the natives and last
year, 1958-57, provided approxi-
mately £484,000 by way of wel-
fare assistance and this year the figure
will be approximately the same. The
welf are provided, in the main, caters
for the children and indigents in 29
institutions scattered throughout the
State and provides education and medi-
cal attention for same. However, this
leaves the great majority of natives
without any direct assistance and at
one stage earlier in the year the De-
partment estimated that there were
approximately 6,000 natives out of
work. This would not take into con-
sideration those natives over 21, their
wives and families, who attach them-
selves to one or other of the missions.

Natives when working invariably
have to pay taxation and frequently
do not apply for refunds when they do
not derive the necessary annual salary
to render them liable for taxation pay-
ments. In addition, they are frequently
refused unemployment benefit hecause
of regulations insisted on by depart-
mental officers. Such being the case
there are times when no doubt natives
have a very meagre existence and a
grant from the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment could be distributed over
various parts of the State to relieve
the difficulties of these people as they
arise.

I naturally thought that was a heart-
rending story to submit to the Treasurer
and that he would be prepared to give
us a grant, however small. But such did
not prove to be the case. I received, three

days ago, a letter from Sir Arthur Flad-
den. This letter, which is dated the 23rd
October, states--

Dear Mr. Brady,
I refer to your letter of 25th Sep-

tember in which you asked If the Gov-
ernment would be prepared to make a
special grant to Western Australia to
assist aborigines particularly in the
desert areas.

As you are aware, under the Con-
stitution the Government of the State
of Western Australia is responsible for
the welfare of aborigines in that State.
The decision whether more money
should be spent on native welfare in
Western Australia is therefore essen-
tially one for determination by that
Government.

Western Australia in common with
the other States has been receiving in-
creasing grants from the Common-
wealth to be disbursed as the State
Government itself decides, Since
1949-50 the total amount received by
the Government of Western Australia
by way of tax reimbursement and
special financial assistance grants has
risen from £5.83 million to an estimated
£14.97 million for 1957-58,

He concludes by saying-
On the question of the general level

of financial assistance to your State
for the current year, the Common-
wealth has adopted the recommenda-
tions of the Grants Commission and
I feel unable to recommend further
special grants for the ordinary ser-
vices of individual State Departments.

Members will see why I have been most
anxious for the department to submit a
case before the Grants Commission. I
quote this letter and the reply so that
members will know that we are continu-
ally communicating with the Common-
wealth Government in regard to ways by
which it can assist us to help the natives.

As the time drew on for this motion
to be debated, other thoughts occurred to
me in regard to it. The member for South
Perth quoted a number of things that
had not been done by the department on
behalf of the natives, but he did not men-
tion the jobs that are being done in their
interests. He did not mention the success
of Alvan House; the success of McDonald
House; the recent activities at the Beech-
boro reserve, where natives are already in
homes-or at least in one home because
it is the only home on the reserve, but
others are contemplated. He did not men-
tion the fact that the department is pur-
suing its efforts to get a considerable
amount of housing through the State
Housing Commission and he did not men-
tion the dozen-and-one native reserves
that have been improved and are continu-
Ing to be improved.
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Neither did he mention the outstanding
social success that the natives In Perth
achieved at the Y.A.L. ballroom on Show
night when 120 natives conducted a ball
which would have been a credit to any
white community in Australasia. None of
these things have been mentioned by the
hon. member in support of what the de-
partment. the commissioner and his
officers are doing on behalf of the natives
in Western Australia. I feel I should men-
tion these things to let the House know
that the department is not going haywire
and doing nothing of a useful kind,
because we know Quite well it is doing a
good job.

When quoting the Fremnantle gaol in-
cident, the member for South Perth said
that the superintendent felt the natives
were going back to the gaol because the
Government had closed down the missions
with the result that the natives were hang-
ing around the city and stole or committed
other crimes and so were sent back to
the gaol. The fact remains that any in-
stitution or mission that was acting as
a departmental concern some years ago
has now been taken over by one or other
of the church denominations. There have
been no missions, as far as I, as Minister.
know, that have been closed down recently
and to which natives are not able to re-
turn. The missions have been taken over
by the church authorities who are doing
an excellent job because of the great in-
terest that the people who work as mis-
sionaries have in their task. They are
doing a work which would cost the Gov-
ernment hundreds of thousands of pounds
if it had to pay full wages for the hours
put In by these generous people.

The member for South Perth did not
mention the fact that in recent times the
department instituted the system of
a mobile clinic going from native reserve
to native reserve trying to teach these
people a measure of domestic art so that
they can do their cooking on a scale
similar to, although not exactly the same
as, ours. In addition, they are teaching
them to take a pride in their appearance
-in their clothing and In themselves.
That is a, recent innovation which the de-
partment has introduced.

One could go on to quote further what
the department is doing but I think prob-
ably in view of the recent activities In re-
gard to the Commonwealth I should quote
what the Minister for Territories, Mr. Paul
Hasluck, said about the representations I
made to him to do something in the North-
ern Territory or in the country east of the
Kimberleys. This letter states%-

My dear Minister,
I wish to acknowledge the receipt

of Your letter dated 27th September.
1957, on the subject of co-ordinated
patrols on both sides of the Western
Australian border.

The detailed proposals of the Com-
missioner of Native Welfare will be
passed without delay to the Admini-
strator of the Northern Territory,
from whom I1 am still waiting to hear
on the subject of your earlier letter
of 6th September.

I feel that the time will shortly
come for the Commissioner of Native
Welfare to enter into direct communi-
cation with the Administrator of the
Northern Territory, as soon as the
policy aspects have been approved by
our two selves.

There was a subsequent letter from the
Prime Minister, Mr. Menzies, to the Pre-
mier advising that his Government was
looking favourably upon the suggestion of
a joint effort with the State Government
in maintaining a patrol. In the conclud-
ing paragraphs of his letter of the 23rd
October, the Prime Minister Said-

The Minister for Native Affairs in
your Government has already ap-
proached my colleague, the Minister
for Territories, on the desirability of
this being done.

If you are agreeable, the details of
these proposals could be worked out
by the officers of our appropriate de-
partments,

That is what has been going on be-
tween the department in this State and
the Commonwealth.

In view of all the controversy in re-
gard to the disabilities of the natives
at Well 40 and Well 48. and in that area,
it is interesting to let the House know
that today I received from the Depart-
ment of Territories the release of a re-
port of an administration patrol which
was conducted from Mt. Doreen to the
Lake Mackay area near the Western Aus-
tralian border during June and July,
1957-about the time that these natives
were Seen in the vicinity of Well 40.

Mr. Grayden: It is several hundred
miles from Well 40.

The MINISTER FOR NATIVE WEL-
FARE: I will touch on that as I go
along. The purpose of the patrol was to
assess--

(1) the needs, if any, of the people
living in the area;

(2) the health of the people;
(3) the possibilities of obtaining ex-

tra water by boring or well sink-
ing;

(4) the mineral and pastoral poten-
tialities of the area.

The patrol was led by Mr. E. C. Evans.
chief welfare officer of the welfare branch
Northern Territory Administration division
of the Department of Territories, and it
Included Mr. J. P. Mv. Long, patrol officer,
Northern Territory Administration; Mr.
G. Chippendale, botanist, Northern Terri-
tory Administration; Mr. N. Jones, geolo-
gist, Bureau of Mineral Resources.
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This is rather significant In view of the
fact that the helicopter which was at Well
40 was operating more or less under the
direction of the Bureau of Mineral Re-
sources. The other two members of the
party were Dr. J. Hargrave, medical of-
ficer, Department of Health; and Mr. T.
Cooper, driver, Northern Territory Admin-
istration. Under the heading "General
Comments," they have this to say-

The People-The aboriginal inhab-
itants of the area to the north of
Lake Mackay have, in recent years,
been referred to as the Bindaboos (or
Pintubus). However, the welfare of-
ficers with the expedition are satis-
fled that the people are members of
the Pintubi language group and are
more properly named Pintubis. The
expression Pintubu is used by the
Wailbris of Mt. Doreen and Yuen-
dumu, and would seem to be a means
by which the people are associated
with the Pintubis but at the same
time are thought of as a kind of
ethnic group within the total Pin-
tubi people. There have been Pin-
tubi speaking people at Haasts Bluff
Settlement for many years and still
others visit the settlement briefly in
the hot dry weather. The people met
on this patrol are known to those
on Haasts Bluff and vice versa.

I think the next quotation will be of con-
siderable interest to the member for South
Perth because these are the people the bon.
member and I met in the Mitiga area last
February. The report states--

It is of interest to observe at this
point that the people at present living
In the Rawlinson Range area In
Western Australia are apparently also
closely affiliated with the Pintubi. but
are known to them as Patuta.

The tribal territory originally occu-
pied by the Pintubis does not appear
to have been extensive. The eastern
boundary of their country probably
lies no more than fifty miles east of
the Western Australian border at any
point. Most of the area covered by
the patrol was, in fact, Wallbri terri-
tory, de-populated by the migration
of the Wailbrl to Yuendumu, Mt.
Doreen and Hooker Creek.

This is a most important point having
regard for the fact that it was considered
that the Native Welfare Department, some
two months ago, should have immediately
gone to Well 40. The report goes on-

The Pintubi are constantly on the
move and perhaps more closely
approach the habits of true nomads
than did their fellow desert tribes such
as the Aranda and Walbri in their
pre-European settlement existence.
Because of the scarcity of both food
and water, one or the other is soon
consumed in a given area necessitating
the movement of the whole group on

to other areas. This has resulted in
the non-development of any skills in
the use of spinif ex or brush in the
construction of dwellings. At all
camps visited, the only evidence of any
construction to give protection from
sun or wind was low windbreaks
formed haphazardly of shrub branches.

Their Physique is similar to that of
other desert tribes, as are their facial
and hair characteristics. There was
little evidence of body cicitratlon and
the only adornments seen were hair
necklets or halters and hair belts.

It will be remembered that the Press
report on the Well 40 natives said that
they were in a naked condition; apparent-
ly they were in the same condition as those
nomad natives who were within 200 miles
of Well 40.

The hunting and domestic equip-
ment consisted of the usual necessities
to nomadic groups-hardwood tipped
spears, woomeras, throwing sticks
(boomerang type), coolamons. and
pitchis (water carriers). There was
no evidence of flint-tipped spears
although it would not be surprising if
this type were occasionally made by
the people.

Time did not allow even a sketchy
inquiry into their ceremonial, but there
Is abundant evidence in the nature of
"dreaming" and ritual centres, phallic
stones, marks or features "made" by
totemic heroes, which indicates that
the spiritual life is very much alive
and In practice.

At this stage I will skip several para-
graphs and come down to one dealing with
water. This states-

Without a lengthy study, one can
only guess the migratory habits of
these People in normal years, and their
numbers. There was evidence at both
Jangangga and Luarni that natives
had been in the area immediately prior
to our visit. Also, the soaking rains
made it impossible to establish with any
accuracy If there is any concentration
on Permanent waters following a pro-
longed dry spell.

This is an independent committee, a Com-
monwealth committee, which has had no
contact with the people there, either with
the droving team mentioned or with the
departmental officers in Derby. They re-
ported, the same as did the members of
the droving team, that the natives in this
area had been experiencing a compara-
tively good season because of the fact that
there had been soaking rains in that area.
It goes on-

However, it would seem that the
areas east, south and west of Lake
Mackay are hunted out first and while
the limited water resources of those
areas last, and then a movement is
made towards Labbi Labbi and other
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permanent waters south and south-
east of Lake Hazlett as the dry season
progresses.

That is well wi thin the Western Austra-
lian border and apparently these natives
migrated from the Lake Mackay area
up past Lake Hazlett as the water
supply dwindled in the Lake Mackay area.
As regards food and water supplies, the
report goes on to say-

Apart from claypans and rockhoies
in the lateritic ridges which filled after
the rains which fell during the patrol.
a total of sixteen alleged sources of
water supply was seen, and of these
only four, Kimai, Labbi Labbi, Luarni
and Koarla, were stated to be per-
manent. As Labbi Labbi, Luarni and
Koarla are rack holes fed by creeks,
their permanence following a long dry
period must be suspect. The water at
Kimat, being in a limestone basin, was
very "hard." A fifth, Jangangga, was
so salty as to be unfit for human con-
sumuption. It consisted of waterholes
in a rocky creek bred, and apparently
at certain times and places, the water
freshens and becomes palatable. How-
ever, despite a thorough and extensive
testing no fresh water was available
at this source to the party. The waters
at Kunjarri, Jalgiri and Waimbring
were described as belonging to mixed
groups of Wailbri and Pintubi. The
"Permanent"' waters In the hills im-
mediately east of Lake Hazlett appear-
ed to be the most important for both
groups met by the patrol.

Then the report goes on for several
pages to deal with other matters concern-
ing natives; but I1 think I should quote
two other paragraphs which are to be
found on page 10. 1 quote-

The first group contacted were
camped on Milijipi soak which was
then about fourteen feet deep, and the
amount of water available to these 20
people barely dampened the bottom of
the pit.

Like the Wailbri and the other
peoples in the semi-desert, the Pintubi
depend largely for food on small mar-
supials. rodents and lizards, and on
various roots and berries. Kangaroos
are evidently rare, but there are many
species of smaller marsupials and
rodents in the spinifex country-hare
wallabies (Marla), rabbit bandicoots
(Windaro), desert rats and mice.
Many signs of rabbits were seen, es-
peeially near the salt lakes, on the
samnphire fiats and in ti-tree scrub,
but only two were seen during the
patrol. The fruit of several species
of desert tomato (Solanum Sturtianurn.
S. Eulipticum) appeared to be an im-
portant item in the diet, but a con-
siderable variety of edible berries and
yams is available in the area.

The next paragraph Is important to the
member for South Perth and to all those
members who are interested in natives. It,
states-

It was evident, however, that, despite
these (to us) hardships, the inhab-.
itants of the area are able to maintain.
themselves in reasonably good health,.
since all looked well despite the long
dry spell which had preceded the June
rains. The presence of a one-legged
man of middle age and one very old
woman would seem to indicate that-
the Pintubi are also able to give a6.
chance of survival not only to the
fittest.

I think I should conclude with that
quotation from the Commonwealth patrol
report. That report shows that there
could be every justification for the depart-
mental officer at Derby, on the one hand,
and the Commissioner of Native Welfare on.
the other, to have taken the view he did
regarding the report he received on the
Well 40 natives. It is a well-known fact.
that natives can travel 20 and up to 40
miles a day. A native carrier of mail has
even been known to travel 50 miles in one
day.

So while it could appear to those with
a superficial knowledge of native ma~tters.
that the natives are experiencing hardships
because a sick native is seen in a certain
area, it is not a fair deduction for anybody
to say that all natives in the area are
starving, or dying from thirst. They live a,
hard life, as I have said here before, and
strange as it may seem they frequently
prefer, as this report says, to live in those
circumstances. I felt, having regard for
the amendment which I am about to move,
that I should quote parts of the report and
the correspondence I have had with the
Commonwealth department to show mem-
bers, and the public who care to read
Hansard, that the department is continu-
ally on the job and is trying to help the
natives to improve their lot, to become
assimilated and to take their part in the.
community as citizens.

I think members will see by the letters
I have read, and the independent report I
have quoted, which was made by a patrol
that was in the area at approximately the
same time as the Bureau of Mineral Re-
sources people were at Well 40, that the
department has approached the problem
in that area in a reasonable way. I intend
to move an amendment that all words after
the word "That" be struck out with a viewr
to inserting these words--

in the opinion of this House anm
investigation should be made for the
purpose of ascertaining the cost in-
volved in providing adequately for the
requirements of the natives in Western
Australia, to what extent Common-
wealth assistance is necessary to enable
these requirements to be fully met
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and that representations be made to
the Commonwealth Government ac-
cordingly.

I think the House will agree that this is
a reasonable approach and through the
department an investigation will be made
to see what is required. I think members
also will realise, after what I have said
about the great inconvenience and cost.
and the knowledge 'we already have, and
have been accumulating for years, that
the department will have a good idea as
to what is required and, as a consequence
of the investigation, we believe we could
obtain all the other information required
at a minimum of expense and be able to
make the necessary representations to the
Commonwealth after this information has
been compiled. I move an amendment-

That all words after the word "That"
in line 1 be struck out and the follow-
ing words Inserted in lieu:-

in the opinion of this House an
investigation should be made for
the purpose of ascertaining the
cost involved in providing -ade-
quately for the requirements of the
natives in Western Australia. to
what extent Commonwealth assist-
ance is necessary to enable these
requirements to be fully met and
that representations be made to
the Commonwealth Government
accordingly.

MR. OLDFJELD (Mt. Lawley-on amend-
ment) [9.1]: In supporting the amend-
ment, I have no hesitation in upholding
any move which will ultimately lead to a
semblance of a policy as to the future of
the coloured population of this State. For
many years past, since before the dawn of
responsible government in Western Aus-
tralia, there has not been an objective
policy put forward regarding the native
population. There have been short term
policies as to what should be done this or
the next year, according to the finance
available. Prom time to time we have
moved slowly along the lines of educating
the coloured population, but we have not
established an objective as to their ulti-
mate fate.

During all these years we have seen the
native population and the tribal elements
pushed back further and further from
the frontiers of the white population. We
have created on the outskirts of the white
population a half-caste problem, which is
composed of neither the tribal nor the
bush natives, and which is unacceptable
to the white population, mainly through
Ignorance on our part. If we are to be
honest with ourselves, we, as a race of
human beings, cannot continue to escape
the responsibility which lies on our door-
step; that is, sooner or later we will have
to accept the fact that the full bloods or
caste natives are human beings and that
they have a right to live among the white
population, who are in reality the descend-
ants of foreigners to this country.

Historically, the natives of this country
were the original inhabitants. They may
not have done as much with the country
as the white population. We must re-
member that it was, to the native, a harsh
country. They had no domestic animals
or seeds from which to produce cereals. A
nomadic existence was forced on them.
However, the inroads of civili-satlon has
done nothing to better their way of life:,
it has done much to worsen their way of
life and their standard of living. Further-
more, the half-caste Population in this
country, which has been created and per-
petuated by the white population, lives
under a Poor standard of living not to be
found in any other country.

In many instances these people are
classed as natives under the Act. In
some instances they are given citizenship
rights because they proved to a magis-
trate that they were prepared to sever
connection with tribal or semi-tribal
natives, and to live as white people. They
have increased their standard so much
that we see a spectacle of people, classi-
fled as natives under the Act but quite
white in complexion, living in much bet-
ter conditions and maintaining a way of
life superior to that of many white people
who possess citizenship rights. From time
to time, we meet that class of whites_
such as the metho-drinkers-living in
squalor and in hovels. Yet they are
classed as whites!

To go back to the impact of the mo-
tion, it is a case of what we are to do.
The policy has been changed from time
to time, and at the moment it is one of
assimilation. It has not been spoken for
.nany years. The Australian aborigine
can be assimilated Into the white com-
munity, provided the white community Is
prepared to assimilate him. I understand
that it Is possible along blood lines to as-
similate the aborigine, provided he is
agreeable to being assimilated. But it
would be ridiculous to suggest that the
white population desire to assimilate the
natives.

Some white people seem to be repug-
nant to the coloured skin. I feel sure that
the native is as much desirous of retain-
ing his nationality and his bloodliness as
are the whites in their sphere, and he is
just as proud of his heritage as we are
of ours. So, we can discard for all time
as impracticable the bringing to fruition
of a policy of assimnilation.

I fear that the amendment moved by
the minister does not go far enough. It
is mainly aimed at ascertaining how much
the Commonwealth Government will as-
sist the State In providing for the wel-
fare of the natives. But finance does not
seem to be the answer, unless we have
a plan. We have to know first where it
is intended to go before we can work out
or estimate the amount of money re-
quired. I appeal to the Minister that if
the Inquiry Is set up, some thought be
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given to calling in expert opinion, not
from the department, but from educa-
tionists and the police force members who
have had a lot to do with natives, from
the Health Department officers and from
anthropologists.

Steps should be taken along those lines
in an endeavour to find out what we are
to do. if not in 10 Years, then in 20 to
50 years, and to determine what the ulti-
mate objective is. Having arrived at that,
how are we to tackle the problem? When
we have a policy, we can get down to busi-
ness and tell the people of this State what
we intend to do. Some People will not like
the steps that are planned, but we should
agree to a policy other than assimilation
because the native Population consists of
human beings like ourselves, and because
we are supposed to be living in a civilised
and democratic country. If we are to
maintain our semblance of democracy in
the eyes of the world, we will have to set
our own house in order, by setting an
example to the rest of the world and dem-
onstrating that we are accepting our
coloured Population as equals, even though
they might have to be brought up to our
standard.

We owe it to the native population to
improve their standard because they were
the original inhabitants of this country.
Since the coming of the whites, they have
suffered whilst we have gained. I concede
that we have made use of the country to
benefit mankind and the rest of the world.
The remaining 30,000 to 40,000 full bloods.
and a greater number of caste natives, form
only a small percentage of the population
of Australia. They form only a small
minority, to the extent that they have not
even a voice in the Parliament of Austra-
lia. I1 commend the motion, as it is to be
amended, to the House and trust that the
Minister will make sure that this inquiry
will arrive at some ultimate policy.

HON. A. F. WATTS (Stirling-on
amendment) [9,10): While I was not very
happy with the terms of the motion moved
by the member for South Perth, neither
am I very happy with the terms of the
motion as it is to be amended.

Hon. D. Brand: They are very vague
terms.

Hon. A. F. WATTS: As the Leader of the
Opposition has observed, the terms are ex-
tremely vague, for the motion as it is to be
amended expresses, as an opinion of this
House, that an Investigation should be made
for the purpose of ascertaining the cost
involved in providing adequately for the
requirements of the natives. It does not
say by whom the investigation should be
made, what form that investigation should
take, or explain what is intended-apart
from the question of cost-that the in-
vestigator should undertake. That will not
give anyone in this State great satisfac-
tion because the implication is that it will

simply mean an estimate being made in the
Department of Native Welfare: whereas
there are a considerable number of people
in the State who, perhaps, have other ideas
on providing adequately for the require-
ments of the natives.

The Minister for Native Welfare: The
Leader of the Country Party can be as-
sured that many of those people will be
consulted.

Hon. A. P. WATTS: I shall make a sug-
gestion to the Minister in a moment which
I hope he will accept. There are many
people in Western Australia who are con-
cerned-there is no question of politics-
with the native welfare problems. They
have ideas not altogether like the ideas of
the Native Welfare Department and its
officers. Some body should be given to
this investigation which should consist of
persons outside as well as inside Govern-
ment circles.

I am not suggesting for one moment, nor
has the previous speaker suggested, that
departmental officers should be excluded.
Quite the contrary. Neither am I sug-
gesting that the Minister should have im-
posed upon him, as the original motion
proposed, the obligation of appointing cer-
tain expressed persons to the investigation.
As I said in the beginning I was not satis-
fied with the motion, and I am not satisfied
with the motion as amended. Without
labouring the matter further I ask this
House to agree to an amendment. I move-

That the amendment be amended
by adding after the word "accordingly"
in the last line, the words "and that
such investigation shall be undertaken
by a committee of five persons ap-
pointed by the Minister, whereof not
more than three shall be civil ser-
vants."

HON. D. BRAND (Greenough-on
amendment on amendment) [9.151: 1 am
glad the Leader of the Country Party
has made an effort to clarify some of the
intentions of the Minister's amendment. I
think it is a pity the Minister did not
explain what he had in mind when he
Proposed the setting up of this investiga-
tion and that he did not point out what
he considered was meant by the words
"requirements of the natives." What is
the ultimate objective? Is it a certain
standard of living? Or what has he in
mind? In regard to this committee of
five, we have at least got down to the
number of persons who should be ap-
pointed by the Minister himself; but it
would be interesting to hear what terms
of reference can be suggested by the Min-
ister, even though they might be very
general, in order that the House might
have some idea of the ultimate aim.

In any event, I feel that this is another
case where after a great deal of investiga-
tion and travelling about, the committee
will submit a report which will be destined

2687



[ASSEMBLY.)

for the pigeon hole. I consider that the
information it is proposed to seek through
this investigation should be available at
the department at present. If it is not.
that would indicate there is a lack of
planning; because, after all is said and
done, one of the first essentials for the
improvement of the natives wherever they
are and whether they are half-caste or
quarter-caste is the reasonable supply of
finance whereby we may begin to supply
reasonable facilities for their training and
education, particularly in regard to
hygiene.

A good deal of progress has been made
through the church missions. It has been
a cheap method because money has not
been necessary in such large sums in order
to achieve some Progress and obtain some
results.

The Minister for Education: They have
done a great job.

Hon. D. BRAND: They have indeed.
For the love of the work, people have
given their lives to the education of the
standard of living. But the State itself-
and I do not mean the Government, but
the people of Western Australia-and, for
that matter, of Australia-must be pre-
pared to make greater sacrifices in terms
of hard cash in order that facilities can be
provided to improve the conditions of these
folk.

There is ever so much talk from all sides
of the House, but I feel there Is not a
sufficiently practical approach to this
matter. Through the years the problem
of the natives has been raised from time
to time but because there has not been
a great volume of political force in respect
of this matter, parties of all Political
colours have not given practical support
but only lip service at elections and at
other times.

Mr. Lawrence: You are one of them,
too.

Hon. D. BRAND: That is all right.
Mr. Lawrence: You have done it. Don't

worry about that.
Hon. D). BRAND: This investigation-
Mr. Lawrence: Your remarks are purely

hypocritical.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Hon. D. BRAND: This investigation as

to how much is required to improve the
standards of the natives and achieve the
Minister's objective will be just so much
waste of time and effort unless by some
means we can ensure that sufficient money
and material help will be forthcoming. I
support the amendment on the amend-
ment and hope that the Minister will
clarify what he means by using the words
"the requirements of the natives."

MR. NALDER (Katanning-on amend-
ment on amendment) [9.22]: I feel sure
the Minister will agree to the amendment

on the amendment. In his own amend-
ment to the original motion, the Minister
left the matter wide open. He did not
say who would make the investgation or
when it would be made. I feel that the
House should make some stipulation as to
who shall make the inquiry. It is left
for the Minister to make the decision, and
I think the House will be very wise to
accept the proposal, because it will give
the investigating committee quite a large
scope for inquiry. The committee will
have authority to carry out its investiga-
tions in any part of the State into the
habits and requirements of the various
groups of natives and to report back to
the Minister the best way in which it
considers improvements can be effected.
From then on, the Minister can fulfil the
requirements of the motion and report
to the Commonwealth Government.

As has been said, the Minister has a
wide field from which to make his ap-
pointments. There are many people who
would, I have no doubt, be happy to assist
In this investigation in order that a full
study of the problem can be made. Enough
has been said in this House on motions of
this kind to convince not only members
but people outside, in Western Australia
and throughout the Commonwealth, that
something must be done; that we cannot
postpone the evil day any more. We must
tackle this question and I commend the
member for South Perth for making this
move.

I have felt in years gone by that we
should experiment in the setting up of a
colony; we should try to get sufficient of
their own number to take the responsibility
of assisting their fellows to advance, and
this could be done by setting aside an area
of land for them where experiments could
be conducted. Up to date the policy of
the department has been one of assimnila-
tion, and it has frowned on the idea I have
suggested. All sorts of proposals have been
tried out but not very much has been
accomplished. As has been Pointed out,
the church missions have been responsible
for doing the most for the natives. There
is no doubt that if it were not for them
the natives would be in a very sorry
plight.

Volunteers from various denominations
have sacrificed many of the amenities of
life available to private citizens in order
to care for the natives and it is up to the
rest of the population to support them in
a practical way. The acceptance of the
further amendment would lead members
to feel that the implementation of the
motion if amended as Proposed, would be
likely to accomplish something worth-
while for the advancement of these
people.

MR. GRAYDEN (South Perth-on
amendment on amendment) [9.28]: I hope
the Minister will agree to support the
amendment to his amendment. It would
appear that any estimate arrived at by
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a committee such as has been suggested
by the Leader of the Country Party would
have the sanction of this House. Members
would feel much happier if that estimate
were reached by the suggested committee
rather than if it were arrived at by one
or two officers of the department. I do
not agree with the Leader of the Opposi-
tion that the report would be shelved.

Hon. D. Brand: It would be the only
one that had not been.

Mr. GRAYDENf: That may be so but
I do not agree with the Leader of the
Opposition because the position of natives
in Western Australia has been brought to
the notice of people by means of films and
other publicity due to this controversy,
and we cannot stop the Process; the situa-
tion will be more widely publicised.

The Minister has pointed out that a
road is to be put through from Black-
stone to the Warburton mission and an-
other road is to be constructed north
of that area. The Commonwealth
Government is to experiment with pro-
jectiles through that central desert and
we have reports from welfare officers that
natives are in the line of those projectiles.
These things have come to the fore and
will stay there. It is hopeless to attempt
to ignore them and expect to get away
with it. We cannot do so.

We had the instance cited of the crip-
Pled native who was left at Well 40. The
helicopter pilot was 118 miles away and
wanted to go back to pick up that cripple.
But our commissioner virtually made the
decision and said that £200 or £400 was
not to be spent for that purpose, thus
setting a value of that sort on a human
life. It was not considered worth-while
to spend such a sum to save a black man.
That is what it amounts to.

From now till next May, it will not be
possible for a vehicle to get out there and
the natives will trek from tiny waterhple
to tiny waterhole struggling for food and
carrying with them that crippled native.
There is no dispute about that: no one
has denied it, and no one will do so. Two
eyewitnesses reported on it. We have
with us the member for Boulder and the
member for Kalgoorlie and they will know
what happens in Kalgoorlie. When a white
man's life is endangered, perhaps by a fall
of stone in a mine, men volunteer by the
dozen to risk their lives to save another.
That often occurs yet here the commis-
sioner, confronted not with risking a life.
but with the mere spending of £200 or £400
to save a life, refrained from doing so.

There have been dozens of other such
instances and that sort of thing cannot
be suppressed. We cannot suppress the
fact that 20 children died at Ernabella
mission-which is infinitely better than
the Warburton mission, the Pallotine mis-
sion or any other in this State-from mal-
nutrition or disease brought on by it.
shortly after the Minister or officers of

the department had visited that mission
earlier this Year. Their report was that
it was a wonderful mission and that we
should adopt its methods. They ridiculed
any suggestion that natives were starving
in the desert, but I repeat that 20 children
died in the circumstances I have men-
tioned and we do not know how many
died outside the confines of the mission.

We know that 43 natives came into
the Warburton mission in a starving con-
dition and that three of them died. All
these things will be kept constantly to the
fore from now on and I believe that once
the committee is set up and makes its
recommendations in regard to these people,
the recommendations will have to be car-
ried out. We do not want money to pro-
vide these People with rations but to make
them self supporting. The natives have
received, rations, including vegetables on
occasions, at the Warburton mission for
25 years.

But there has been no attempt to grow
vegetables there although the ground is
rich and there is water within 20 ft. or
30 ft. of the surface, because the mission
has not the finance to install the irriga-
tion. In fact, there is not a single shower
Provided for the natives there in spite of
the fact that 200 of them are generally
camped around the mission. I think this
committee should ask the missions what
they need to make their establishments
virtually self-supporting so that the
natives could put in a few hours in the
gardens daily, with the result that they
would be ever so much better off than they
are at present. I attach great significance
to the committee that the Leader of the
Country Party has suggested and I hope
the Minister for Native Welfare will agree
to the amendment on his amendment.

MR. RHATIGAN (Kimberley-on amend-
ment on amendment) [9.35]: 1 will not
take up much time with this question.
which appears to have become a Wednes-
day special, but I would like the Minister
to agree to the amendment moved by the
Leader of the Country Party as this matter
requires thorough investigation. I stand
by every word printed in the select com-
mittee's report, which could have been
much more severe than it Was. That re-
Port was framed on the evidence taken
and I believe that Is a function of a select
committee.

There is no excuse for anyone saying
that the report was grossly exaggerated.
Unfortunately it received great publicity
in the Eastern States Press and that did
no good to the cause of the natives, which
we were trying to Put forward in order to
obtain money from the Commonwealth
with which to assist them. It is the business
of every member In this House to endea-
vour to convince the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment that the natives in this State are
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entitled at least to the same expendiure
per head as those under the care of the
Commonwealth in the Northern Territory.

The main road from Wyndham to Hall's
Creek goes through a couple of Northern
Territory stations and the payment sys-
tem at stations on the west of the border
is entirely different from that in the
Northern Territory. A vastly greater
amount is spent on Northern Territory
natives than on those in Western Australia
and it is beyond the comprehension of the
natives, many of whom are related, why
that should be so. It is obvious that for
some reason the Commissioner of Native
Affairs has not been amenable to sugges-
tions for improvement, and it is time he
realised that others in this State are try-
ing to benefit the native wherever possible.

It is time such a committee as is suggest-
ed was formed so that from its investiga-
tions might come something of real worth
to our natives. The Public Health Depart-
ment and the Education Department are
now catering for the health and education
of the natives and the missions are running
the institutions formerly conducted by the
Government and are doing a wonderful job.
as are the two departments I have men-
tioned. They deserve the highest possible
praise for what they are doing. The
Native Welfare Department has become
nothing but an allocation committee which
receives so much from the Government
and then allocates it to the various mis-
sions and so on.

In my first speech in this House, I ad-
vocated that the Native Welfare Depart-
ment should be abolished and its functions
taken over by the Child Welfare Depart-
ment as the problems of the two are simi-
lar. In some places native welfare officers
and child welfare officers are doing iden-
tical work. I wish to pay tribute to the
officers of the Police Department in var-
ous outback places for the wonderful job
they have done in the past--

The Minister for Labour: Some of them.
Mr. RHATIGAN: I do not think the

Minister can name many who did not do
so. On the whole, they deserve the greatest
praise for the remarkable job they did
with no reward whatever. I trust the Min-
ister will agree to the amendment of the
Leader of the Country Party.

MR. LAPHAM (North Perth-on amend-
ment on amendment) (9.401: I was a
member of the select committee which
visited the Warburton Ranges to inquire
into the welfare of the natives, and, like
the member for Kimiberley, I support every
word of that committee's report. We went
to a great deal of trouble and weighed
every word of every sentence carefully
until we thought it was perfect, and con-
sequently I believe it is an extremely good
report. I was amazed to learn that in some
places it has been said to be greatly
exaggerated. I cannot understand that, as

we reported what we saw and on the evi-
dence given to us under oath. We felt we
were doing a good job for the State and for
this Rouse in bringing down the report we
submitted.

When difficulties arose owing to that
report, particularly in the other States of
Australia, I was perturbed. When certain
people in high places got red faces as the
result of that report, the trouble started.
"The Sunday Times" came out with an
editorial to the effect that "The Grayden
Report," as they term it, had smeared the
good name of Australia and had done a
lot to hinder the Australian Government
in its endeavour to create firm friendships
overseas.

It was referring of course, to the fact
that we had been trying to create such
friendships by making periodical grants
of money to the extent of £60,000,000, but
when delegates from this State met the
Minister, Mr. Beale. and asked for a mere
£100,000 to put into operation one phase
of the select committee's report, he was
adamant in refusing and said it was not
his responsibility. Be that as it may, the
fact remains that as a civilised people we
must realise that our natives are receiving
a very bad deal.

It was un-Australian of "The Sunday
Times" to publish that editorial. For 40
years we have seen, on the trans Australian
railway, the natives in their filth, poverty
and squalor. A vast number of people saw
them, when the train stopped, doing their
best to cadge sufficient food to keep them-
selves alive. During the war, when the
troop trains passed through, the troops
used to scrape their plates into a 40-gallon
drum and the natives consumed the
oozing mess. That was how the good name
of Australia was smeared.

The natives were there in all their filth,
poverty and squalor for all the world to see.
and I believe representatives of all the
world have seen them. How, then, could
the Grayden report have smeared the good
name of Australia in regard to the natives?
How-when it has never had one? While
I do not wish to reiterate what has already
been said, I must say that I whole-
heartedly support an inquiry into the
whole of this native problem. The first
thing we must do is to accept the fact that
there is such a problem in this State and,
having accepted that fact, we should put
our shoulders to the wheel and try to find
a solution to that native problem.

I am satisfied that these people who
have written to the Press, the Commis-
sioner of Native Welfare and the Minister
for Native Welfare, are all keenly desirous
that something should be done. I am satis-
fied that the member for South Perth is
also most anxious to help the natives, and
that the member for Kimberley and others
to whom I have spoken in this House also
desire to see something done. Yet, what
happens? We get nowhere at all; all we
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do is talk. I would be happy to get behind
any move that will have for its purpose a
searching inquiry to find out all possible
particulars about these natives and having
done this, we should endeavour to work
out a collective Policy for their benefit. I
support anything that will help these
natives. particularly if it is in the form of
an inquiry.

MR. BOVELL (Vasse-on amendment
on amendment) [9.47]: 1 desire to briefly
support the amendment moved by the
Leader of the Country Party. It will add to
the effectiveness of this committee which
will endeavour to secure finance for the
benefit of our aborigines. I do not intend to
refer to the controversy over the select
committee's .report except to say at this
juncture that it was the desire of the
select committee to see that finance would
be available to aborigines in Western Aus-
tralia as it is to those in the territory
controlled by the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment.

It Is anomalous to find that Australian
aborigines living in territory controlled by
the Commonwealth Government enjoy
special privileges over aborigines in West-
ern Australian territory. I do not criti-
cise either the State Government or the
Commonwealth Government. I believe it
is a matter of common understanding by
both Commonwealth and State Govern-
ments, and that it is not only the re-
sponsibility of the Government of West-
ern Australia but of every Government in
Australia to see that this problem is over-
come. Every Government should do all
in its power to promote the welfare of
aborigines in Australia, as they should for
all the peoples of Australia. The amend-
ment moved by the Minister for Native
Welfare and the subsequent amendment on
the amendment moved by the Leader of
the Country Party will furnish a step in
the right direction. It will lead to an
investigation of the possibility of securing
funds for the welfare of the native popu-
lation, especially in Western Australia.

In conclusion, I would say in regard
to the select committee's report-and I
would emphasise this point-that it was
the committee's objective to see that
charity started at home. We need to en-
sure that our own aborigine population
is cared for in a manner similar to that
being adopted under the Colombo Plan
to help care for the people of other
countries. I will have something further
to say at a later stage on the motion
previously discussed by the House in re-
gard to the select committee's report. I
support the amendment moved by the
Leader of the Country Party.

MR. W. A. MANNING (Narrogin-on
amendment on amendment) (9.50]: I wish
to add a few brief words In support of the
amendment moved by the Leader of the

Country Party, firstly, because I believe the
Commonwealth should take some part in an
overall plan to assist the natives in West-
ern Australia. It is too big a job for
the State alone. Comparisons have al-
ready been made between the treatment
meted out to natives in -the Northern
Territory and that given to those in Wes-
tern Australia. The reason for this, of
course, is finance. Last year I saw the
treatment given to natives in the Eagot
reserve in Darwin. They were provided
with a house in glorious surroundings and
gardens; they were provided with swim-
ming facilities, sport facilities and a mess
hut which the natives ran themselves.
Everything was beautifully kept and spot-
lessly clean. Meals were served in ideal
conditions and the natives were doing
everything themselves.

But although the set-up was ideal, It
could not have been achieved without fin-
ance. I would say that finance is the
background of a great deal of the dis-
cussion that is taking place. The natives
near Alice Springs and further north do
not come under a Department of Native
Welfare; they come under a welfare de-
partment which caters for both whites
and blacks-it does not matter who one
is, one is helped -by the welfare depart-
ment if one is in need. Out from Alice
Springs the Commonwealth Government
has supplied about £100,000 for materials
to build on a native reserve at Hartz Range
I think.

The natives of the district were in-
structed in how to erect buildings; they
were shown how to do concrete work, steel
work and woodwork. By having a few
tradesmen to instruct the natives in these
jobs, it was found that within a week
they were able to take over and carry
out the jobs as they had been instructed.
They made an excellent Job of it. That
is the sort of thing that should be en-
couraged; it should be done here but, of
course, it needs finance, and I think
the plan to approach the Commonwealth
Government with some real solid facts
and arguments is a sound one.

I support it also because I think we
need plenty of new ideas to help the
natives. Those who have endeavoured to
assist these natives have tried one thing
after another. It is most difficult to know
what is the right thing to do and what
is the right place and time in which to
do it. It is not always acceptable to the
natives and they are not very co-operative.
At Point Pearce station, in South Aus-
tralia. which in many ways is not re-
garded very highly, I visited the school
and talked to the school teacher. He
was Proud of the native children and they
were certainly a fine lot of youngsters.
The People there farmed on a co-
operative basis and the natives took off
the harvest and received the funds there-
f rom.
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However. I do not think that the dis-
tribution is quite right, and there are a
number of faults noticeable, but the
natives have a lot to be proud of. We
~went into two homes that were occupied
by native people. They had beautiful
furniture which was very well kept-In-
deed, it was a home in which a white man
would have been proud to eat or sleep. The
building was not very marvellous but the
arrangements were perfect and anybody
would have been quite happy to live in
such a home. As I said, that was at Point
Pearce. which Is regarded as a place of
bad odour.

This shows what can be done if we are
determined to help the natives. I under-
stand the Commissioner of Native Welfare
was asked what he thought about it when
he inspected the place and he said, "I would
wipe the whole thing out." He may be right
and I may be wrong, but I do not think we
can wipe out things which show such
commonsense. We should find out where
they fail and build up on the basis of
what is turning out to be right. We should
take note of the new ideas, especially in
the way of training natives to help
themselves: we should teach them to build
and show them how to farm. Those are
the ways in which natives can be made
useful citizens and that is how they will
eventually accept more responsibility than
they do today.

Amendment on amendment put and
passed.

Amendment, as amended, put and
Passed: the motion, as amended, agreed to.

BILL-CHIROPODISTS.
Council's Amendments.

Schedule of four amendments made by
the Council now considered.

In Committee.
Mr. Moir in the Chair; Mr. Gaffy in

charge of the Bill.

No. 1.
Clause 3, page 2, line 13-Delete the

word "knee" and substitute the word
"ankle."

Mr. GAFTY: This is to ensure that
chiropodists do not encroach on the pre-
rogative of the medical fraternity. It will
do no harm and I move-

That the amendment be agreed to.
Question put and passed: the Council's

amendment agreed to.
No. 2.
Clause 6, page 3, line 13-Insert after

the word "chiropodists" the following
words "selected from a Panel of four
nominated by the West Australian As-
sociation of Chiropodists Incorporated
and."

Mr. GAFFY: I move-
That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

No. 3.
Clause '7, page 4, line 19--Delete the

words "in Western Australia."
Mr. GAFFY: This is to widen the teach-

ing of chiropody and to go further afield.
It is a good amendment and I move-

That the amendment be agreed to.
Question put and passed; the Council's

amendment agreed to.
No. 4.
Clause 12. page 6, line 16-Delete the

word "knee" and substitute the word
"ankle."

Mr. GAFFY: This is similar to the first
amendment and I move-

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question Put and passed: the Council's
amendment agreed to.

Resolutions reported, the report adopted
and a message accordingly returned to
the Council.

DISCHARGE OF ORDERS.
Mr. HAIL: I move-

That the following Orders of the
flay be discharged from the notice
paper:-

1, Hire-Purchase Agreements Bill.
2, Credit-Sale Agreements Bill.

I have moved this motion with the
authority of, and at the request of. the
member for Leederville. He is absent from
the Chamber tonight for a while, but has
asked me to convey to the House that this
withdrawal does not indicate any lessening
of his belief that there should be some
detailed control of purchasing goods on
time payment. However, as the session is
progressing, it now appears that there is
little possibility of complete consideration
of this measure in this Chamber before the
end of the session, and therefore no chance
at all of having it considered in another
place.

He has asked me to convey his thanks
to those members who, like himself, have
put very considerable work into the con-
sideration of the problems of this industry
and who have read the whole of the very
long measure, drafted amendments and in
other ways attempted to assist in making
useful legislation. It is his continuing
belief that there is need for this kind of
control, but it Is his opinion, and that of
many others, that the responsibility should
lie, not in State hands, but in those of the
Commonwealth Government.

Finally, he asked me to draw the atten-
tion of members to the full-page advertise-
ment by Bairds Ltd. in yesterday's Press.
The point of view expressed therein, and
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the educational value of the matter con-
tained therein, would, if continued ener-
getically, render the proposed legislation
almost unnecessary. It is to be hoped that
all purchasers availing themselves of this
system will read this advertisement before
signing any contract.

Question Put and Passed.

BILL-CONSTITUTION ACTS
AMENDMENT (No. 1).

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 16th October.

MR. ANDREW (Victoria Park) [10.2]:
I wish to make a few observations In
regard to this Hill which is now before the
House. They will be brief and to the point.
At the outset I want to state that I con-
sider this Hill is a step in the right direc-
tion, and it makes several amendments to
the existing constitution, as regards the
constitution of this Parliament.

The main amendments are in regard to
the qualifications of candidates. It seems
rather strange-at least to me-that a
person may be qualified to stand as a can-
didate for the Legislative Assembly, and
can be elected to that Chamber, but the
same person can be unqualified to be a
candidate and take a seat in the Legislative
Council. In other words, under the present
constitution, members of this Chamber.
and we have at least one, would not be
qualified to be a candidate for the Legis-
lative Council because they would be under
age.

As a matter of fact, a Minister of the
Government, if he is under 30 years of age,
would not be qualified to take a seat In
that House and we could even find the
position that a Premier, who was elected to
that position before reaching the age of
30, would not be able to take his seat in
that Chamber. To me that seems rather
a ridiculous state of affairs. We also have
the position where a person could nomi-
nate for the so-called Upper House If he
has been a resident of the State, although
he might have only lived in the State for
two years at a time of his life when he was
in his infancy.

Actually, we have had one case where
a person, who was not living in Western
Australia, nominated for a. selection ballot
in a province that was recently contested
in the North-West. That is a rather
strange state of affairs. This Bill, if car-
ried, will put the qualifications for both
the Legislative Assembly and the Legisla-
tive Council on the same basis. I believe
that is very necessary.

A second amendment is in regard to
enrolling people who have lived in the
same Premises for five years and have been
on the roll of the Legislative Assembly for
that Period or longer. That will be the
qualification for these people to become
eligible to be placed on the roll for the

Legislative Council. When the member f or
Beelco was speaking, and also the Minister
for Transport, there were certain inter-
jections, and I cannot see how these people
can object if they believe In democracy,
because the enlargement of the franchise is
a step in the direction of democracy. We
often bear a lot of members opposite speak
about democracy, but they are only Paying
lip service to it, because when it comes to a
practical form, the same people oppose it.
By their interjections they are opposing
the widening of the franchise of the Legis-
lative Council.

When one asks them to give a defini-
tion of what is meant by democracy, very
often they are unable to do so, but I think
the best definition that can be given is that
of Abraham Lincoln in his Gettysburg
speech. He said it was "government of the
people by the people and for the people."
That does not mean government of the
people by a portion of the people, which
we now have in this State at the present
time. We have this House and a so-called
Upper House.

This House is elected on adult fran-
chise, which means we put all human
beings on an equal basis if they are over
21 and they have a vote in the govern-
ment of this country. That is what I call
democracy; but we take it away from these
people by the fact that more than half
of them-I think It is about two-thirds-
have no say in the legislation which goes
through Parliament. About one-third of
the people has the say, and I for one
cannot subscribe to that.

Another provision in the Bill is that ex-
servicemen should be qualified, by virtue
of their service to their country, to be
placed on the Legislative Council roll. As
it is today, a person can fight for his
country, he might be seriously wounded or
totally and permanently incapacitated for
the rest of his life-in other words, he has
made the greatest sacrifice for the
country-but unless he has certain quali-
fications, he cannot have a vote in a Legis-
lative Council election. If the biggest no-
hoper in the world owns a block of land
or pays above a few pounds a year in rent
and is a householder, he can have a vote.

I think the amendment in the Bill to
give an ex-serviceman the right to vote
is justified. The Leader of the Country
Party and the member for Vasse both
spoke on this matter, and I am sorry they
are not in the Chamber at the present
moment. The member for Vasse made a
statement which I think was rather
strange, and he made no attempt to
amplify it. He made a straightout asser-
tion and left it at that. In his opening
remarks he said he considered this was a
backdoor method to enlarge the franchise
of the Legislative Council. I suggest that a
backdoor method is a very sneaky
method or an underhand method. The
strange thing is that the member for
Vasse, when speaking to the provisions of
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the Bill, never, in any way, Justified the
statement he made. I think it is not al-
together according to Hoyle or to high
ethics-if we like to put it that way-to
make such an assertion in regard to the
Bill and say nothing to substantiate it. I
think he should have done that.

The Leader of the Country Party made
a statement that he believed in the bi-
cameral system of Government--in other
words, two Houses. He said it had proved
very worth while in the world, and gave
the instance of this Parliament. I am giv-
ing the Instance of this Parliament. If he
thinks it is a good system where one-
third of the People of Western Australia
govern the rest of the people, I am afraid
I cannot agree with him. It is not at all
democratic. Hie made the statement that if
elected on the same franchise, the other
House would simply become a rubber
Stamp.

That is possible, because one party could
have a majority of members in both
Houses, but if he subscribed to demo-
cracy he must subscribe to the fact that
the franchise in the other Chamber must
be on the basis of human values; that is
the franchise should be widened. I would
like it to be on the same basis as for this
Chamber-that is, adult franchise. While
he was speaking he was referring to the
Minister's previous speech and he said
he was surprised at the amount of legis-
lation that had gone through the 'Upper
House. He submitted that as an argu-
ment against widening the franchise of
the Legislative Council. I was amazed
that he put It forward because I cannot
see that if the Council does pass certain
Bills, it means there is no need to widen
its franchise. The hon. member rather
spoilt the effect by saying, "I know the
fate of this Bill when it gets to the Leg-
islative Council."

of course he knows the fate of it. and
I venture to ay that he and most mem-
bers of this Chamber know the fate of
the majority of the Bills that leave here
and go to the Council. We could be
wrong on some occasions, but mostly the
Council frustrates the work of the real
and properly elected Government of the
State, because this is where the Govern-
ment is--in this Chamber. But the work
of the Government, no matter how good
it is, can be frustrated by a House which
Is elected on a limited franchise. I1 wish
to make one more observation about an
interjection made by the member for Cot-
tesloe. Unfortunately he is not here.

Mr. Bovell: But I am back, and I have
been listening with great interest but
without comment.

Mr. ANDREW: The member for Cot-
tesloe said by interjection that we on this
aide were against the Legislative Council
continuing as a legislative Chamber. I
am not going to duck from under that,
but say frankly that we are:, but that

has nothing whatever to do with the Bill.
The Legislative Council simply nullifies
the efforts of the Government.

Hon. Sir Ross McLarty: You would not
abolish it if you had a majority in there
tomorrow.

Mr. ANDREW: I would like to take a
little wager with the member for Murray
on that.

The Premier: We might promote the
member for Murray to the Legislative
Council next year.

Mr. ANDREW: I support the Bill.
On motion by Mr, Toms, debate ad-

journed,

-BILL-NOXIO0US WEEDS ACT
AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 23rd October.

THE PREMIER (Hon. A. R. G. Hawke-
Northam) [10.18]: The Bill aims to
amend the Act for the purpose of giving
local authorities legal power to enter upon
public or private land for the purpose of
controlling or eradicating what are known
as primary noxious weeds. If the Bill were
passed , the local authorities would be able
to use ordinary revenue or noxious weed
rate revenue, or a combination of both.
for the Purpose of carrying out such work
as might be required in their respective
districts.

When the member for Narrogin intro-
duced the Bill he gave us to understand
that almost its sole purpose was to assist
in the control and, where possible, the
eradication of the cape tulip weed. The
main provision in the amendment is to
give the local authority--certainly by way
of discretion and not compulsion-the
right to engage in this sort of work and
to finance the work from the revenue of
the local authority concerned. In other
words, the responsibility would pass from
the individual landholder to the local
authority.

Whether this principle Is equally good.
is, I think, open to some argument. It
could be said that once we take the re-
sponsibility from the individual land-
holders and put it on the local authority,
we rather place a premium upon the land-
holders' becoming careless in regard to
the work which they should, individually,
do on their own properties, in the control
and the eradication of these primary
noxious weeds.

Once the individual responsibility is
shifted to the shoulders of an organisa-
tion such as a local authority, it could
happen that after a period, the whole
responsibility would be found to be upon
the local authority because the individual
landholders, one after another, would feel
that as some landholders were loafing, as
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it were, upon the local authority, it would
be only fair and reasonable that they
should all do the same thing.

It seem to me that that is the question
and the principle which the members of
the Assembly have to decide. I must say
that my own views are a bit doubtful and
somewhat confused, but I think on
balance I would f eel that it would be more
effective to leave the responsibility pri-
marily with the individual landholder in-
stead of opening the way for it to be
lifted, as it were, from the individual, on
to the shoulders of the local authority.

Mr. Hearman: What about abandoned
farms?

The PREMIER: I think where there
was no individual landholder, there would
be an argument for the principle con-
tained in the Bill. However, at this stage
I am inclined to oppose the second read-
ing, but In the event of the second read-
ing being carried, I would ask the member
for Narrogin to postpone the Committee
stage until the Minister for Agriculture
can be here to give the official depart-
mental view. The Minister will be here
next Wednesday when, in the normal
course of events, the Hill will again be
before the House.

HON. SIR ROSS MeLARTY (Murray)
(10.23]: I appreciate the motives that
have actuated the member for Narrogin
in introducing the Bill, and I also ap-
preciate what the Premier said in regard
to the responsibility which would be placed
upon the local authorities. They could
easily be involved in pretty heavy ex-
penditure. The member for Narrogin in-
troduced the measure because certain
noxious weeds--he referred, particularly
to cape tulip-are becoming prevalent
throughout the country. Cape tulip is a
prolific grower and takes possession of
the country where it establishes it-
self and it considerably detracts from the
value of that country. Further, of course,
the weed becomes a menace.

While I support the second reading of
the Bill, I say to the hon. member that
loqal1 government could quite easily be-
come involved in considerable expendi-
ture. If the Bill passes I think there
would be justification for inserting a clause
to provide that the local authority shall
be able to recoup itself should it go on
to a private holding. I think also there
is something in what the Premier has
said, that certain landowners could adopt
an attitude of-"I won't worry about this.
The local authority will come in and do
the job for me." That would not be a
desirable state of affairs.

As I have said in regard to the Agri-
culture Protection Board, where a land-
owner does not carry out his obligations
in regard to the destruction of vermin or
noxious weeds, it is much better for the
vermin protection board to do the work

and charge him for it. That is more sat-
isfactory than prosecuting the individual;
and it brings about much better results.

While I can readily see the need for
legislation of this kind, I can see the pit-
fall pointed out by the Premier. I do
not think it would be fair to the rate-
payers generally to say to them: "We
are going to clear someone's land and we
are going to make the ratepayers in gen-
eral pay for it," The member for Nar-
rogin might give consideration to insert-
ing some provision in the Bill to permit
the local authority to recoup itself where
it feels that in the interest of the dis-
trict, generally, it should go on to some-
one's property to take the appropriate
action to prevent the further spread of
some noxious weed.

MR. TOMS (Maylands) £10.27): The
Minister for Agriculture has given me the
department's views on the Bill. The de-
partment is of the opinion that it could
well be supported. The Act contains provi-
sion to compel people to treat their pro-
perties, and the object of the measure
before us is mainly to give the local
authority power to use the general funds,
as well as the noxious weeds rate, for
the destruction of a particular noxious
weed. During the last few years tbe road
board authorities, vermin boards and
farmers have co-operated closely in an
endeavour to control certain weeds.

Weeds are classified as primary or sec-
ondary under the regulations. The prim-
ary weeds are those which are gazetted
noxious for the whole State, and it is
these upon which the Agriculture Pro-
tection Board concentrates in an eradi-
cation programme. To a certain extent,
however, this work is hampered by com-
plicated legislation. Road boards which
have the right to strike a rate for the
control of noxious weeds are empowered
to spend funds only upon roadsides or
reserves; they cannot assist ratepayers in
any eradication programme.-

The Agriculture Protection Board as-
sists in various ways both by organising
and the active control of certain weeds,
one of the principal of which is cape
tulip. The Road Board Association sug-
gested-to facilitate the destruction of
noxious weeds-that the vermin rate and
the noxious weeds rate might be amal-
gamated. This would enable the boards
to spend money on noxious weeds where
vermin may be of lesser importance.
There are legal difficulties in this at
present which are being examined now, hut
the Agriculture Protection Board is in
favour of the proposal.

The Bill in effect proposes a similar
principle which would enable a road board,
if it so desired, to not only spend its general
funds or a special noxious weed rate upon
roadsides and reserves, hut also upon
private property where it is considered
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necessary to assist the ratepayer in eradi-
cation in the general interests of the dis-
trict. This right is reserved in the Bill to
primary weeds only which, I think, is a
reasonable provision, as some road boards
gazette weeds for their road board area
only, and which are not sufficiently serious
to be gazetted as primary weeds.

The Bill proposes to give local author-
ities the right to use their funds, but does
not make it mandatory for them so to do.
The Department of Agriculture believes
that no harm can come of the Bill and I
have much pleasure in supporting the
second reading.

On motion by Mr. Bovell, debate ad-
journed.

BILL-OPTOMETRISTS ACT
AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.

MR. LAPHAM (North Perth) [10.32] in
moving the second reading said: This is
quite a simple little Bill on a non-
controversial matter; the type of measure
that I think should be introduced at the
closing stages of a session. It is quite easy
to read and understand and, as a matter
of fact, it is simplicity itself.

The Bill seeks to amend the Optome-
trists Act by inserting a new provision
which will give added power to the
Optometrists Registration Board. The
board is now limited under Section 35 of
the Act, which Provides briefly as
follows-

The applicant must be over 21 years
of age.

Be of good character.
H-ave completed a course of training

and passed the prescribed examination
or holds a certificate or other sufficient
evidence that he Is registered or certi-
fied as a registered optometrist or
registered optician in any part of Her
Majesty's dominions which provides
for registration under a public author-
ity, or where reciprocity exists between
the States or other of His Majesty's
dominions.

The new provision will give added power
for a limited period only-until the 30th
June next. While this Bill which could
perhaps be called a one-man Bill, due to
the fact that only one individual is affected
at this stage, there is no limitation, because
any person can apply to be registered
under the new provision up till the 30th
June next.

The new power gives the board the right
to set an examination, both theoretical and
practical, which the applicant must pass
before he can be registered. By this new
provision no question could be raised as
to a lessening of standards, because it gives
the board the right to set the examination.
as, it thinks fit, for both the theoretical
and practical sides; and what is more, the

board has the right to mark the paper. So
if it happens to set an easy paper it can
be hard in its marking. There is no
danger of the lessening of the standard of
optometrists.

The reason for the Bill, which has been
Passed by another place, is to give some
consideration to our migrants who are
skilled in this profession, but who, due to
the reservations now provided under Sec-
tion 35, where it says that they must have
completed a course of training and passed
the prescribed examination, are prevented
from practising. Possibly anybody covered
by this amendment would be getting on in
years and, because of having to support a
wife and family, cannot attend the Univer-
sity course and comply with the other
formalities in the Act. The Bill seeks to
overcome those formalities and provides
that the provisions of the Act shall be
extended until the 30th June, 1958, to give
these people the opportunity to become
registered where, of course, they have the
necessary skill and can pass the examina-
tion.

The case in question concerns a migrant
who was a State-less person but who has
now become a naturalised British subject.
He is a skilled optometrist, having many
years overseas experience, and he has lived
in Australia for over five years. But he
cannot be registered because he cannot
conform to the present provisions in the
Act as regards having completed a course
at the University. So in effect, all the Bill
seeks to do is to eliminate a technical
obstruction, and to give the board the right
to examine an individual to ascertain
whether or not he has the necessary stan-
dard of competency required by the board.
If he has, the board will have the right to
register him, which it has not today.

In considering this Bill members have
only to ask themselves this question: "Will
the passing of this legislation lessen the
standard of the profession and be detri-
mental to the public?" If it will not do
either of those things, there is no need for
fear in regard to it. There is definitely no
chance of it lessening the standard or of
its being detrimental to the public and I
commend it to the House. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

On motion by Mr. W. A. Manning, debate
adjourned.

BILL-LAND TAX ASSESSMENT ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE TREASURER (Hon. A. R. Gi.
Hawke-Northam) [10.40] in moving the
second reading said: This Bill aims to con-
tinue the tax on farming lands which Par-
liament agreed to impose last session. It
will be remembered that the Bill intro-
duced last year, in connection with the
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Imposition of a tax on farming lands, was
Introduced on the basis of being perma-
nent. However, the Legislative Council
would agree to pass it only on the basis
that it would apply until the 30th June,
1958. The fact that the life of the new
legislation was limited has made it neces-
sary for the Government to bring down
further legislation this session.

The amount of revenue which is being
obtained under last year's legislation is
very considerable, so considerable In fact
that the State cannot do without it at this
stage, nor will It be able to do without it for
some years to come. The total amount of
increased revenue It is estimated will be
received during the full financial year as
a result of last year's amendments is ap-
proximately £500,000. Of that total about
half will comne from the tax upon farming
lands, and the balance will come from the
Increased rates which Parliament agreed
to last year in connection with other lands,
particularly city lands and other land in
the metropolitan area.

members have already been able to study
the estimates of Revenue and Expenditure
for the current financial year in COnne-
tion with the Consolidated Revenue Fund.
They know that there is an estimated defi-
cit of approximately, £2,660,000. 1 would
point out, in connection with the revenue
as estimated for the current year, that the
full amount to be received under this
land tax proposal is included in the Budget
Estimates. Therefore, if the amount of
additional revenue, which the State would
receive under these proposals, is not to be
received, the estimated deficit would in-
crease considerably over and above the
amount now set out in the Budget tables.
The necessity to continue to receive this
revenue is quite clear and adequate;
so I appeal to members to support it on a
permanent basis.

Hon. D. Brand: Was it necessary to in-
troduce the legislation this session?

The TREASURER: Yes, because if Par-
liament does not pass this legislation
during this session, this particular propor-
tion of the total land tax will cease to
operate as at the 30th June next year. Of
course, Parliament would not meet be-
tween the end of this year and the 30th
June next year. Therefore the tax which
isa provided for in this Bill will cease to
operate on the 30th June next year. If
we were to wait until next year's session
of Parliament to continue the tax, there
would be a break of anything up to six
months if Parliament were to agree next
session to continue this particular tax.
That would be undesirable from many
points of view. It would be undesirable
because of the loss of revenue which would
be involved, and which would be substan-
tial. I suggest it would be most un-
satisfactory and most undesirable for this
tax to cease to operate as at the 30th
June next year, and then for Parliament

at the next session to agree to it re-
imposition. That would be misleading to
the Primary producers concerned and very
disturbing to the finances of the State.

Hon. Sir Ross MeLarty:. What the
landowners are worried about is the
greatly increased value. How far is that
to continue and how often?

The TREASURER: The valuation of
land depends upon circumstances. No one
can foretell with any certainty from year
to year how land values will fluctuate. So
much depends on the condition of world
markets. For instance, if the price of
wool keeps falling-none of us would de-.
sire that-then I suggest land values will
begin to take a downward trend. However,
if most of us were asked for a considered
opinion, we would prefer to have the price
of wool and other Primary products re-
maining high and land values remaining
reasonably high, than the reverse pro-
cedure.

Hon. Sir Ross MeLarty: Even if the
price of primary products did fall, it would
be some time before there would be a drop
in land values.

The TREASURER: That is quite true.
It is equally true that the land values did
not move upwards at the same time as
the prices of primary products moved up-
wards. There was quite a time lag, just
as there would be a time lag in the op-
posite direction if the tendency came into
existence for land values to fall as a re-
sult of some substantial reduction in the
Price of wool, meat and other primary
products.

Hon. Sir Ross McLarty: Not only does
the Government take a good bite, but also
the local authorities.

The TREASURER: The hon. member
is quite right. The people from whom this
tax is collected receive a great deal of
benefit from both the State Government
and from the local authorities. I should
say that It would be at least quid pro quo
for taxation which is calculated under this
heading. I can see that although the
member for Murray Is quite Interested and
quite concerned about this matter, he has
finally,' as is usual with him, displayed
his customary cheerfulness in facing up
to this matter.

There are some other amendments in the
Bill, only one of which is important and
requires any explanation. When last
Year's legislation was Passed it was thought
that it could have the effect of placing
land, other than farming land, on the
same basis In regard to improvement or
non-improvement as farm land is placed:
in other words, the town lands if they
can be so described, can legally be re-
garded as being on the same basis as rural
lands as regards Improvement or non-
Improvement.
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That, of course, is not desirable. The
Bill aims to remove that situation by re-
storing the position which existed prior
to the introduction of last year's amend-
ments, and the approval of those amend-
ments by Parliament. At the present
time land used for primary purposes, or
rural lands, are regarded as improved
where imnprovements have been carried
out to the extent of at least fl. per acre,
or where the improvements carried out
over the total holding represent one-third
of the unimproved value of the land.

The principle which did apply to town
lands was that they were regarded as un-
improved where less than one-third of the
unimproved value had been spent on im-
provements, with a maximum expenditure
of £50 per foot of frontage. It :is not
desirable that this situation should con-
tinue, if it, in fact, existed legally as a
result of last year's amendments. For
that reason there is a provision in this Bill
to restore beyond any shadow of doubt
the position which existed before last
year's amendments were introduced . It
is desired that this matter be placed on
the correct basis again.

One other amendment brings up to date
the relationship of the land tax and the
exemptions, mostly in regard to Common-
wealth pensions covering repatriation
widows and so on. This Bill makes no
variations in connection with exemptions.
but merely brings them up to date. I
emphasise again that the finances which
would be derived by the State as a result
of the passing of this Bill is money which
the State needs urgently. Therefore I
appeal to the responsibility of all mem-
bers of this House to support the Bill. I
move-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

On motion by Hon. D. Brand, debate
adjourned.

'BILL-VERMIN ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.

THE TREASURER (Hon. A. R. G.
Hawke-Northam) [10.53] in moving the
second reading said: This Bill to amend
the Vermin Act is related to the Bill which
I briefly explained to members a few
moments ago. It will be recollected that
last year when the Bill was introduced to
reimpose the land tax on improved farm-
ing land, action was taken to suspend the
operation of the vermin tax; the amount
being raised at that time under the Ver-
min tax was approxiamately £100,000 a
year. It was provided that in the land
tax legislation £100,000 per annum should
be paid from the land tax into the vermin
fund to mate good the loss which was oc-
casioned by the abolition of the vermin
tax.

Just as the Legislative Council placed
a time limit on the amendments to the
land tax legislation, so it put a similar
limit on the vermin tax legislation. In
other words, the legislation which Parlia-
ment approved of last year will expire at
the 30th June next unless during this
session of Parliament action is taken to
alter that situation. This Bill does exactly
that. It proposes to put the amending
legislation relating to the vermin tax on
a permanent basis. if the Land Tax
Amendment Bill is carried and the Vermin
Tax Amendment Bill is carried, the ver-
min tax will continue to be abolished and
the State Treasury will pay from moneys
received from the land tax £100,000 each
Year into the vermin tax.

Hon. Sir Ross McLarty: £100,000 or
more if you wish.

The TREASURER: Yes. I move-
That the Bill be now read a second

time.
On motion by Hon. D. Brand, debate

adjourned.

Housse adjourned at 10.56 pa..
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
2.15 p.m., and read prayers.
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